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Framthe Densk of Pastar Janathan

Dear Fellow-Pilgrim,

Labor Day arrives with a welcome reminder that even the most dedicated worker deserves a day
when the only "deadline" is deciding whether to have dessert. For many of us, work means
meetings, deadlines, customers, children, tools, spreadsheets, or trying to remember why we
walked into a room. Whatever our labor looks like, Scripture assures us that God sees it, and
that our work can become an offering of love.

"Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might." — Ecclesiastes 9:10
Work That Matters

Ecclesiastes 9:10 does not mean we must work ourselves into exhaustion or prove our worth
through constant productivity. Rather, it calls us to bring our whole selves to the responsibilities
God has placed before us. "Whatever your hand finds to do" includes both prestigious tasks and
ordinary ones.

The verse also reminds us that our labor is temporary. Ecclesiastes speaks honestly about life’s
limits, urging us not to postpone faithfulness until some imaginary future when everything is
convenient. The work before us today may not receive applause, a promotion, or even a

thank you. Yet God measures significance differently from the world.

Theologian Dorothy Day wrote, "Work is a form of prayer." Her words challenge us to see
ordinary labor as an opportunity to practice faithfulness. Work can become prayer when we do
it honestly, treat people with dignity, resist bitterness, and remember that every person we
encounter bears God’s image. Even washing dishes, or sitting through one more committee
meeting can become holy (personally, I think that the committee may still need a little
sanctification).

Rest Is Holy, Too

Labor Day is also a reminder that God does not call us to endless motion. In creation, God
rested; throughout the Gospels, Jesus withdrew to pray and welcomed times of renewal. Rest is
not laziness. Rest declares that we are human beings, not human doings. The world will
continue turning if we stop for a while; in many cases, it may turn more peacefully.

May this Labor Day bless workers, job seekers, caregivers, volunteers, and all whose labor
strengthens families and communities. Whatever your hands find to do this week, offer it to God
with sincerity. And when your hands grow tired, place them in God's hands. Our worth is not
earned by our labor; it is already given to us in Christ.

s
4

In Christ's service,

Pastor Jonathan écﬁzg
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As I sit writing my message for the pathfinder this month, I am anxiously waiting for these warm (HOT) days
of summer to come to an end and the cool crisp air of autumn to arrive. Fall is my favorite season of the
year. This is the time of year when we give thanks to the Lord for the bountiful harvest he provides for us.
For those of you who do not know, my occupation is farming. Now that you know what I do for a living, it
may help you to understand why the fall harvest time is extra special to me. Let us always remember that
everything we have comes from the Lord.

Your Consistory’s agenda is a busy one. We seem to have many items and issues we are addressing. As your
president, I want you to know that you have Consistory members that truly have the best intentions for
helping our church to shine and flourish. We work well together and are dedicated to coming up with
answers and solutions to these issues for the betterment of our church. Following is an abbreviated list of
some of the more pressing matters we are addressing. The message about the sound system issues brought
to our attention is one we are striving to correct. We understand that being able to hear the message at
church directly affects the meaning you get from your worship time. We have made changes in equipment;
the sound team has added volunteers to help with the audio/visual technology; and the volunteers are
getting more training on how to operate the equipment. I personally have noticed improvements in the
sound at church and hope you have as well.

Our Little Friends Preschool is another issue demanding much of the Consistory’s attention. We are
researching the changes and how those changes would affect the church if the preschool were to become a
program run as part of the church instead of as a separate entity. To do this, a task force was established.
Their research and recommendations were presented to the Consistory. The Consistory is digesting that
information and are now involving the finance team and the personnel team for their input on the effects of
this change. We also intend to involve the Christian Education team for their input in the near future.

“Communication is key.” This adage couldn't be truer. The Consistory realizes this and is striving to get you
the information you want and need. We are now posting information on a Consistory Bulletin Board in the
Fellowship Hall. The pathfinder articles from the consistory now include some of the more pressing issues
we are working on. Periodically the Consistory will be making announcements in church to inform our
members. I am asking each of you to remember that for effective communication to occur it needs to be a
two-way street. For this reason, please feel free to reach out to me, any of the other Consistory members,
or Pastor Jonathan if you have something you think we should be aware of.

Galations 6:9—
"And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”

Your friend in Christ,
Glen
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Did you know the church has medical equipment to borrow for any of your medical needs? We have
been blessed in having people donate their wheel chairs, shower chairs, crutches, walkers, rollators,
knee mobilizer, bed rails, commodes, etc. There is even a hospital bed that can be loaned or
purchased.

Did you know Care Connection will help provide home cooked meals if you are need after a hospital
visit or medical need?

Did you know Care Connection offers the service of driving to appointments of any kind?

For any of the above contact Joanne Counce or church office at 618-281-5102. If you would like to be
on the list to prepare a meal if needed, contact Joanne.

When you are in need of any service, please make us aware. The church likes to know your needs to
assist in all ways.

The prayer list is one way all members can assist with their daily prayers for you. The prayer list is
evaluated weekly for continuation, either by asking the person putting someone on the list since we
may not know the person being prayed for, or directly to the person to see their status and if we can
help in other ways. If ever you are on the list, you can notify the church office for removal as well.
What I hear when speaking to people, is that they feel the power of prayer and like the knowledge that
others are praying for them in their time of need, which is often an ongoing situation.

Philippians 2:4
“Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.”

CHRISTMAS SALE INFORMATION

Yes, it is hot in August when writing this, and even hotter in the Eagles Wing (The Shed). But it
will be cold the next time you come to shop for the Christmas Sale of new and used items
from the Rummage Sale Treasures, November 6™ and 7.

So many holiday items were given that we will be holding the sale for all ages to shop for any
gift needed!

If you have CHRISTMAS ITEMS ONLY that you care to donate at this time, we will be
accepting when you go through your items. Toys, books, decorations, trees, puzzles, or
anything YOU would like to decorate your own home or receive as a gift. No electronics
please. Contact Joanne Counce or Kathleen Habermehl for drop off information.
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Evangelism Team

NEW TIME - NEW PEW

WHO IS YOUR PEW BUDDY

There are several reasons that you sit in the same pew each Sunday, out of habit being the main one.

The Evangelism Team would like to invite you to share in a change on one special Sunday, November 1%

with the change of time-change of pew.

Pick your level of comfort, as well as accessability! Even sitting one pew up or over is a change! It may
even give us a different perspective on Pastor Jonathan’s sermon that day. Greet and welcome both
members and visitors as we continue to be a welcoming church!

It's time to order your
delicious apple pies!
Scan the QR code to order
online, or fill out the order
form in the Welcome Center.
Pies are $14 each.
Choose from Sugar or
Splenda and Lid or Crumb.

Place your order by September 9.

Pick Up Date: Saturday September 12
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

*Proceeds benefit Little Friends Preschool

-

e\
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BACKPACK CABINETS:

It's that time of year again! Time to start packing
the backpacks for the weekends.

Please see the list below of items needed.

Individual servings of:

100% Juice Boxes, Chips, Oatmeal, Rice Krispies
Treats, Granola Bars, Pudding, Cereal Bars,
Individual Boxes of Cereal, Tapioca, Applesauce,
Mac and Cheese, Fruit Cups, Soup Cups, Small
Cans of Soup w/ Flip Top Openers,
Cheese/Peanut Butter Crackers, Ramen Noodles,
Goldfish Crackers, Cheez-Its, Chef Boyardee.
Regular size cans of Chef Boyardee are needed
for Middle and High School students.

There will be a container for your contributions
inside the back entrance when you come in from
Bottom Avenue.

Remember: This is an ongoing mission. These
items are needed all school year -
NOW THROUGH MAY!

Thank you for all your support in the past. We
couldn't do this mission without your help.

~Faye Mehrmann
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It's September already and school is back in session. Many thanks to all of you
who contributed supplies to our Backpack Ministry! Please remember that
this is an ongoing mission. These items are needed all school year -

Jack Augustin
U.S Army

Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin

NOW through May.
September also means apple pie making is Friday, September 11 from noon to Sean Parrin
4 p.m. to make pie dough and on Saturday, September 12 from 8 a.m. to noon Army Ranger - Italy
to peel apples and assemble apple pies. Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
Also, you will need to sign up if you want to purchase apple pies by

. . Jonah Stogsdill
September 9 in the Welcome Center or by using the QR code.

Navy Bootcamp

Pick-up of your ordered apple pies will be Saturday, September 12 from Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Proceeds from pies will go to our own Little Friends Preschool.

SCAN TO ORDER

& St. Paul UCC Book Club meets on the 4™ Monday
each month. All are welcome to join!

M Our next meeting will be Monday, September 28 at 7:00 PM.

Book for September: “Best Offer Wins” by Merisa Kachino

JULY 5-95
JULY 12 - 124
JULY 19 - 93
JULY 26 - 110
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

I am planning on doing the Samaritan’s Purse Christmas boxes again this year. For those of you
that may not be familiar with this program, it is sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, whose
President is Franklin Graham. It provides toys and personal items to children around the world
who would not receive Christmas gifts otherwise.

There will be a pamphlet enclosed in the box which explains what can and cannot be enclosed
in the box. Attached to the pamphlet is a sticker to be attached to the box indicating whether
the box is for a girl or boy and what age group it is for.

Samaritan’s Purse also requests that you include $10 for shipping, which you can simply put
in the box for me. The first year I did this I collected 40 boxes. The second year I collected 60
boxes. Last year I collected 99 boxes.

Can we do over 100 this year? WITH YOUR HELP [ THINK WE CAN!

If you have any questions, please call me.
Boxes will need to be returned on or before November 13.

Faye Mehrmann
618-660-7154
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 i

2:00 PM
t FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.- Matthew 6:34

In August, our students were sent back to their classrooms with fresh shoes, clothes, and school
supplies. We blessed their backpacks, celebrated them as they returned to Sunday School classes,
and gave out Bibles to our third grade students.

[ heard from a lot of them that they were anxious or nervous! My own children expressed the same
sentiments about their return to school. Thankfully, we can give them peace of mind when we
remind them that God is with them wherever they go, even at school!

The return to class also means the return to programming here at St. Paul UCC! There are so many
exciting happenings in our church building.

K.I.CK. After School Crew began August 19" and runs until May 12%. It is from 1:30pm-5pm. There
are still limited spots available, please email christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org if you're interested in
joining the fun.

Youth will begin meeting on the 1** and 3™ Sundays from 5pm-7pm. Please note the time change from
last year.

Young Adult Bible Chats (18-25 year olds) will meet on the 1* and 3" Sundays from 4-5pm for
fellowship and Bible study.

Confirmation Class 2026-2027 will have a Confirmation Luncheon and informational meeting on
Sunday, September 13" at 1lam. Please email christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org if your student is
planning to be a part of this class and to RSVP for the luncheon.

We are excited to see our halls filled with children on Sunday mornings for Sunday School, youth
laughing and having a great time on Sunday evenings, young adults chatting about scripture and life,
and new faces joining us on Wednesday afternoons!

Happy Fall, St. Paul! Let’s make this school year of programming the best one yet!

PAGE §


mailto:christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
mailto:christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

“‘-_""--._‘_

JOIN US FOR

acﬁ" e

snferatl
‘“:‘1 of Sb‘p

Fooq “ess 7
ct‘“ﬁs

everyone (of 11 rch

welcome

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
5:30 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, & FUN FOR ALL AGES!
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Little Friends Preschool 2
by Shannon Reinhold m&% '/ ’

=

lic==s)_ \ P

What a great time we had at the Columbia Days Parade. It was wonderful to see some of our past
students and many of the incoming students. | was definitely a hot day, but so much fun.

Little Friends had their Open House on Thursday, August 21st. What a great time we all had. Our
students were able to see thier classrooms, meet some new friends, see old friends and meet their
teachers.

We started preschool on Tuesday, September 8th. It was so great to see all of the returning
students and the new ones. We have also added one new staff member to Little Friends Preschool. |
would like to welcome Mrs. McDill to the 4-5-Year-Old Classroom as the teacher's assistant. We
are so excited to have her join our team!

Our first field trip this year will be to Braeutigam Orchards to do some apple picking. | would like
to thank Kathleen Habermehl and Jody Johnson for being our drivers. We are so grateful to have
them. We can’t wait to share some photos with all of you of our fun day. Be sure to check out our
Facebook page as well for some pictures as well.

0O 0 0o 0 © 0 0 0o 0 O O 0 o O o O o o o o

A Fond Farewell to Shannon Gastreich

It is with both a heavy heart and deep gratitude that we share that Shannon will be stepping down
from her role to embark on a new professional chapter. Over the past two years, Shannon has been
a radiant, steady presence in the life of our church office. Her quiet grace touched so many corners
of our work, transforming everyday tasks into acts of ministry and making everyone who walked
through our doors feel truly welcomed and cared for.

As she moves forward into this exciting next step, we send her off with our heartfelt thanks, and
our most fervent prayers. May God bless her new journey abundantly, just as she has so richly
blessed us.

Thank you for everything, Shannon.
You will always have a home here.
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Planting Love at this year’s
Golumbia bays Parada!
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OUT AND ABOUT GROUP
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‘@‘ Riverboat Cruise ‘LE

Monday, September 21 Leave church at 10:30 AM
Eat lunch at the Olde Spaghetti Factory and then take a ride down the
Mississippi River on a St. Louis Riverboat. Cruise is at 1:30 PM.
Boat ride $24. Lunch is separate.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

11:00 AM

! CONFIRMATION
CLASS

FALL™"5

Family-friendly event!
Admission & parking are free, and there's something for
everyone to enjoy. Gather your friends and family!

Food Trucks, Live Music, Rope Making,
Kids Korner, Pony & Hay Rides, Silent Auction, and
OVER 40 CRAFTERS & ARTISANS!

DuBoic Center

The Camg and Retreat Center of the Ilinois South

o 2651 Quarry Rd. DuBois, IL

@ www,DuBoisCenter.org
———

Carference of the United Church of Chrigt

"HGEDGD

September 11 & 12
for the
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LAPTOP COMPUTERS
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Richard Brucker has the following LENOVO E14 laptops for sale,
ready to use.

LENOVQO E14 Laptop Education Special
14" touch-screen Expanded HD 1920x1200
New Windows 16x10 screen format,

HD 720P Camera with shutter

INTEL i3 13" generation 4 core 8 thread (very fast)

16 GB DDR4-3200 memory, you can expand to 40 GB
256 GB NVME SSD (22x40), you can expand to 2,048 GB
WINDOWS 11 PRO Education

LENOVO Manufacturer's warranty extension
may be purchased within 30 days.

Richard will deliver to your home and work with you to setup
your Microsoft Account and email.

The purchase price is $375.00. System will be delivered in 5 - 8
days. When purchased new by Chaminade this model is over
$1,025.00.

Richard Brucker
Text Richard for additional details.
314-954-4043
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HOYLETON $400

GOLF CLASSIC 2026 PER TEAM

SEPTEMBER 18 Tamarack Golf Course, 800 Tamarack Ln, Shiloh

Corporate name/flogo at 100% on event signage
and program. Three (3) four-person teams.
Premier hole for shatgun start. Recegnition in
Hoyletonian, social media platforms and website.

Corporate name/logo at 50% on event signage
BI R DI E and program. Two (2) four-person teams.
en cnn Recognition in Hoyletonian, social media
ey i U platforms and website.

One (1) four-person team, Corporate name/logo,
tagline and website address/QR Code on program.
Corporate logo on the lunch bag and opportunity
to add promotional items to lunch bags received at
check in. Recognition in Hoyletonian, social media
platforms and website.

Corperate name/logo on event signage and program.
Ona (1) four-person team, Recognition in Hoyletanian,
social media platforms and website,

0 | mmeme
HGYI‘ETUN 3250 Signage at Driving Range. ll . ' : _ s v

Inclusion on Friends banner

FRIENDS

5150 Inclusion on Friends banner Yol - u l

FORMAT SCHEDULE
it ks B 10:00 AM

* 3 Flights - Prizes Awarded Registration
* Men's & Women's Longest Drive

i s 11:00 AM

* Skins Shotgun Start

s 50/50 Raffle =

* Poker Run Includes Lunch, Dinner,
* Putting Contest Snacks, and Beverages

SCAN TO Contact Lynn Selden at 618-688-4742

LEARN MORE or Iselden@hoyleton.org to register
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FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
7pm Grief Circle | 1:30pm K.L.C.K. 7pm Next 8am Quilters 8am Men’s Group
7pm Graceful After School Chapter Moms 9am Breakfast
Motherhood Program Holy Strollers 10am Bible Study
Fellowship Walking Group “Walking in Her
Shoes”
6 7 8 ] 10 N 12
Communion Aok Ak
Sunday Ul\lli&ﬂ 9am Preschool | 9am Preschool | 9am Preschool | 8am Quilters 8am Pie Making
Zf;oaf(ljl SegVilce | L L 1:30pm K.I.C.K. 7pm Evangelism | 9am 10am
unday Schoo D
. OFFICE CLOSED After School 7pm Cemetery Holy Strol]ers Apple Pie Pick Up
10:30am Program Walking Group
- 6:30pm Board of Board
Social Time i 7pm Chancel 12pm Apple Pie
4pm Young Adult WOI”Shl‘p ) CI; . 7:30pm Men’s Mpk' PP , ‘
Bible Chats 7pm Mission & o Bible Study axing
5pm Youth Group Stewardship
Team
13 14 15 16 17 18 12
9:30am Service 10am ** Pathfinder 9am Preschool 8am Quilters 10am Bible Study
& Sunday School Staff Meeting Articles Due** 9am Preschool 9 “Walking in Her
. . 1:30pm KI1.C.K. am »
10.3.0arn. 6pm Finance 9am Preschool A P Sehou] Holy Strollers Shoes
Social Time Team 7pm Graceful €r>choo Walking Grou
1lam Confirmation Motherhood Program g p
Class Luncheon Fellowship 7pm Chancel
7pm Next Choir
Chapter Moms
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Covenant 9am Preschool 8am Quilters
Sunday 10am Fieldtrip
9:30am Service . 9am Preschool 9am Preschool 9am
& Sunday School Staff Meeting 130pm K.LCK 10am Board of Holy Strollers
. ’ Tt Christian Ed i
10:30am 10.30arn. Out & After School _;ﬁ?Walkmg Group
Social Time Abo.ut Riverboat Program 5:30pm
4pm Young Adult| Cruise hancel Messy Church
Bible Chats 7pm Consistory 7C;;1m.C ance 7:30pm Men’s
5pm Youth Group o Bible Study
27 28 29 30
9:30am Service 10am 9am Preschool 9am Preschool
& Sunday School | Staff Meeting 1:30pm KLCK.
10:30am 7pm Book Club After School
Social Time :_ Program
2pm Game Day = 7pm Chancel

Choir




Our Members
in Senior Living

Garden Place - Waterloo
Wayne Weisenborn
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 49
Waterloo, IL 62298

The Villas of Holly Brook
Irene Ebert
68 Airport Rd. Apt 1
Savoy, IL 61874-9811

Cedarhurst - Waterloo

Garden Place - Columbia

JoAnne Odem
480 DD Rd. Unit 1

18

Columbia, IL 62236

Geraldine Hough
480 DD Rd. Unit 313
Columbia, IL 62236

Mary Fassel

Our Members
in Nursing Homes

Oak Hill Nursing Home
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
Gladys Ludwig
Mary Lou Oglesby
Don Naumann
Janet Chapman

Eden Village

Loretta Vogt 480 DD Rd. Unit 214 Nira Probstmeyer
Columbia, IL 62236 400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL 62034
Financial Report
Revenue 2025 2026 2025 2026
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged [  43,863.20 39,138.64 | [ 270,986.51 277,445.65
Misc. Contributions d 5.00 161.00 | [ 5,799.00 5,556.00
Interest Income d 5.420.11 2,064.39 | [ 9,919.56 7,586.19
Endowment Interest Income || 12,623.32 000 [ 40,305.36 31,645.64
Rental Income d (175.00) 555.00 | [ 100.00 2,278.00
Misc Income d 3.171.61 3.808.66 | [ 39,868.21 35,534.25
Total Revenues 64,908.24 45,727.69 366,978.64 360,045.73
Expenses
Personnel F 30,106.36 3283156 | [ 211,965.81 229,380.13
General Expenses ’ 11,589.67 17,599.61 | [ 79,235.34 101,561.83
* OQCWM d 8.442.51 6.429.80 | [ 23,610.80 21,923.60
Total Expenses 51,722.48 56,860.97 314,811.95 352,865.56
Net Receipts 13,185.75 (11,133.28) L 52,166.69 7,180.17
RESERVES 118,273.01 83,264.97

*OCWM 10,000.00 out of 5t Paul Mission (833.33 monthly)
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St. Paul United Church of Christ
127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236
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The Pathfinder

Office Hours:

Monday - Friday
9am. - 1:00 p.m.

Does the church office have
your current contact information?

We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been

Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul United Church of Christ
Phone - 618-281-5102
E Malil - office@stpaulcolumbia.org
www.stpaulcolumbia.org

Music Coordinator /Organist
Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org

Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director
Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org

receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you,

or the email went to your spam.

If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below)

or call 618-281-5102.

Staff Contact Information:
Senior Pastor

Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org

Cell phone (215) 512-4024

Office Coordinator

Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Christian Education Director

Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Lead Custodian

Terry Schramm - custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org

Custodian, Shirley Wright

Evening Bell /Choir Director
Emily Thoman- choir@stpaulcolumbia.org

Morning Bell Director, Patti French

Preschool Director
Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org

Cemetery Treasurer
Patty Weilbacher
cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org

Consistory Members
President - Glen Mueller
Vice President - Paul Tarr
Secretary - Chris Trowbridge
Curt Harres

Tiffany Riley

Keith Myers

Judy Garleb

Diane Hanna

James Maddin

Wendy Stout
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	SCAN TO ORDER
	Jack Augustin U.S Army Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
	Sean Parrin Army Ranger - Italy Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
	Jonah Stogsdill Navy Bootcamp Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill
	St. Paul UCC Book Club meets on the 4th Monday
	each month. All are welcome to join!
	Our next meeting will be Monday, September 28 at 7:00 PM.
	Book for September: “Best Offer Wins” by Merisa Kachino
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