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Dear Fellow-Pilgrims,

Stories shape our world. The narratives we encounter while being whispered across a Sunday
school table, broadcast on screens, or carried in our hearts, quietly rewrite who we believe we
are and what we believe is possible. Before SpaceX engineers built reusable rockets, they first
read science fiction. Before scientists reached for the moon, dreamers imagined it in stories.
The same transformative power that launched humanity toward the stars also dwells in the
stories that have shaped your faith since childhood. When you heard that you were made in
God's image, when you learned that the widow's mite was worth more than the rich man's gold,
when you encountered the cross and understood unconditional love, those narratives did not
just teach you doctrine. They rewired your soul.

Yet many of us treat these stories as relics from our past, treasured memories but somehow
distant from our present lives. Our church attendance is inconsistent and wonder why our faith
does not ignite the passion we once felt. The answer may lie not in seeking new doctrines but in
reconnecting with the narrative power that originally formed us and in allowing those stories to
continue shaping not just who we are, but who we are becoming.

Consider the humble tale of David and Goliath. For centuries, this narrative has done far more
than entertain children. It has whispered to the powerless: you matter. It has told the underdog
that victory is not determined by size alone. When apartheid activist Desmond Tutu faced an
empire, when civil rights leaders confronted systems of oppression, when ordinary people stood
against extraordinary odds, they carried stories like this within them. The narrative of David
became their courage.

Or think about the Prodigal Son. How many times have you heard it? Yet notice that it teaches
us that you can wander far from home and still be welcomed without reservation. That your
worst mistakes do not define your worth. That God's love is not transactional. It does not
require you to earn your way back. This story has sustained people through shame, addiction,
failure, and loss. It has called wanderers home. It continues to do so today.

The nativity narrative of God becoming flesh, born in poverty, announced first to shepherds,
carries a message so radical we often miss it: God chooses the margins. God is born into
struggle. God sides with the vulnerable. When you encounter this story year after year, it does
not just commemorate a historical event; it reorients your entire moral compass. It whispers
that God cares about refugees, the homeless, the forgotten. It suggests that you should too.

At the heart of Christian faith stands the most powerful narrative ever told: the Cross. But do we
really understand what story it tells us?

The cross is not a symbol of distant divine power. It is God saying, I will go as low as you have
fallen. It is the ultimate refusal of abandonment. Christ on the cross speaks a narrative so
countercultural, so defiant of human logic, that empires have trembled at its edges: that flawed,
struggling, sinful as you are, you are worth dying for. Not because you earned it. Not because
you deserved it. But because you are God's child. 

(continued on next page...)
page 2

From the Desk of Pastor Jonathan



This narrative shatters the meritocracy that surrounds us. It destroys the story the world tells
us: that worth is determined by productivity, that love must be earned, that the strong deserve
more than the weak. The cross declares the opposite. Your value is not determined by what you
produce or who you are; it is determined by whose you are.

When you truly encounter this story, in your bones, in your breath, in the depth of our being, it
changes how you move through the world. Your presence in the pew is not mere attendance; it
is a form of prayer, a bodily yes to the narrative that calls you. And your sacrifice is the language
through which faith speaks in a world that measures everything in loss and gain.

Come back. Come regularly. Give sacrificially. Not from obligation, but from the recognition that
these stories continue to call you home.

With prayers and blessings,
Rev. Jonathan Bangera
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Dear Fellow Church Members

At our annual meeting held in February, we approved a deficit budget of $55,000. As your
Consistory President, I am writing to you today because we must address this shortfall. Please
know that the church leadership is taking this seriously. The Consistory, the Finance team, and our
treasurer, Dennis Hoguet, and I are actively working on solutions to bridge this gap.

We recognize that members of our congregation are deeply generous, something that we are
blessed with. You are eager about sharing your time, talents, and financial support. Many direct
their donations toward specific missions, which is a testament to your intense passion for the
different ministries of our church. However, as more donations are earmarked for specific funds,
fewer resources are available for the General Fund.

The General Fund is the financial foundation of our church; it is used to maintain our facilities,
employ our hardworking staff, and keep the lights on for our day-to-day operations. Simply put,
without the General Fund, we do not have the infrastructure to support the specific missions we all
love.

To illustrate this, think of our church as a vehicle on a journey to do important work. Our specific
missions are the vital destinations we are trying to reach, whether that is helping the community,
supporting our youth, or reaching out to those in need. A vehicle cannot get there if we do not
maintain the engine and put fuel in the tank

The Consistory and the Finance team join me in asking that you prayerfully evaluate your giving.
We ask you to consider directing a larger portion of your giving to the General Fund to help us
close this $55,000 deficit. I believe with all my heart that St. Paul UCC does important, life-
changing work in our community. To ensure we can continue this vital mission work long into the
future, we must first make sure our foundation is strong. Thank you for your continued dedication,
your prayers, and your generous support of our church family.

Your friend in Christ,

Glen Mueller
Consistory President
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After the Elder-called meeting in April, the Consistory discussed the comments and focused on
what seemed to be the top two themes – the sound system and communication. 

An easy improvement in communication will be making Consistory minutes more accessible.
Currently, minutes are available in the church office. Many people find it difficult to come in to
read the minutes during the week and the office is not staffed on Sunday, so watch for the minutes
to be posted in the Welcome Center and the Fellowship Hall. The minutes will be one month
behind the current month because they must be approved at a Consistory meeting.

The sound system is a work in progress. The AV team hired a sound system expert, Aaron Kinney
of TSI, to go over the speakers, microphones, and other equipment. He was here for two hours,
repairing two of the speakers, replacing blown fuses and balancing the system. A new, larger iPad
was purchased, to aid in Sanctuary and streaming sound. A new guidebook was printed by Bill
Norman to help provide uniformity with all the A/V people. If necessary, we can pay Aaron to
return and train the A/V group. Please keep in mind that all the folks running the system are
volunteers, doing their best and hoping to keep your worship experience focused on worship and
not sound mishaps. Also, let us know if you have difficulty hearing, whether it is in the Sanctuary or
on the streaming broadcast so those problems can be resolved. Thank you for your continued
patience as we work on improvements.
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Consistory Corner

BACKPACK NEWS

Another school year is over! Our backpack mission had another successful school year. 
We delivered an average of 25 bags per week to the Columbia Schools. 
We couldn't do this without the congregation's generous help. 
Thank you to everyone who donated either with food items or monetarily. 
A special shout out goes to the boy scouts for their contributions to us when they have
their annual drive in November. Feeding the children in Columbia is a priority
mission of our church and I think we are doing a super job. 
Give yourselves a round of applause! Looking forward to your support in the fall. Thank you!

BY: FAYE MEHRMANN



BUILDING HEALTHY FAMILIES-ONE MAN AT A TIME

For Father’s Day in June, the best gift we can give the men in our life is health information to
extend their life. Men live nearly 6 years less than women. That’s more fathers, sons, brothers,
uncles, partners lost too early. By making informed choices, adopting healthy habits, and
getting early care for a medical problem, men can improve their chances of loving longer and
healthier lives. Suggested ways to overcome this stat are the following:

*Prioritize Cardiovascular and Exercise—CVD is the leading cause of death for men.
This silent killer develops slowly without symptoms. High blood pressure, obesity, smoking,
can be addressed early to reduce later complications. A simple practice of drinking 1 gallon of
water is associated with reduced mortality rate of CVD and chronic kidney disease.
*Weight management—Eating a healthy diet speaks for itself!
*Finding Balance—Spending 20 minutes outdoors will reduce stress hormones, improve mood
and boost immune system. Meditation/Prayer adds balance to your life. 
Sidenote (sitting for more than 12 hours=12 cigarettes!)
*Build a team of healthcare providers—Men tend to ignore doctors for fear of being diagnosed
or thinking “it” could never happen to them. Early detection of prostate, colon, skin cancer
can increase survival rate while management of diabetes, heart and kidney disease can reduce
complications. Compare your team as one of a sports team—Primary Care(manager),
Cardiologist (count manager), Urologist (plumber), Gastroenterologist (gut checker),
Orthopedist (joint fixer), Endocrinologist (hormone regulator), Ophthalmologist (eye guy),
Dermatologist (skin scout), Dentist (mouth mechanic), and Therapist (mental health coach).
*Don’t smoke and limit recreational substances—Hidden dangers are risk of chronic diseases
such as heart, liver, cancer and stroke. Smokers are 23 times more likely to get lung disease
than nonsmokers! Family relationships, loss of jobs, impaired cognitive function, mental health
issues are all dangers of addiction. Join support groups, develop coping mechanisms, create
healthy daily habits are ways to support recovery.
*Build strong social connections—this may be the one that men are way behind women!
Networks have health benefits of reduced stress, improved mental health, and healthier
behavior. Friendships only happen by spending time with another and then learning about
them and expressing yourself to them.

Hopefully some of these ideas will empower the men to become aware of health issues and for
them to be around us longer! If your male will not read this, have an informal discussion with
him to know how much you care!   

3 John 1:2
Dear friend I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, 
even as your soul is getting along well.

Care Connection
by Joanne Counce
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FUNDRIVE FOR SAVERS CONTINUES

Saturdays in May have been collection dates for the purpose of Reuse, Recycle, and Repurpose
items to send to Savers where the church receives money for items. Last year $1022 was raised.
Our goal for 2026 was set lower, since we did not have as many left over treasures from the
Spring sale and did not want to set our expectations too high. But as people continue to clean
out their winter clothing for the summer season, boxes and bags have been coming to the shed. 

There will be one more date after the Pathfinder is received for you to contribute, June 6th,
9am-12pm. Items will be loaded in the moving vans June 11  at 8:45 am for 10:30am delivery to
Fairview Heights. Volunteers, especially with muscles are needed to help load the trucks.
Thanks for everyone participating in this project!

th

DID YOU KNOW?

Music stimulates the brain your life long. This is why starting your children in some area of music
makes a difference in their life even if they come back to music at a later time in their life.

 Music definitely helps seniors keep their mind sharp, slows normal aging brain dementia. So, join the
choir, dig out your band instrument, guitar, or start playing the piano!

SENIOR MUSIC DAY: Mountain Dulcimer Playing
Monday, June 29th 10:00 AM
No fee. Instrument provided. No musical experience needed! RSVP to Sue Phillips by June 22nd
Call or Text 314-303-7674 or email: msp@htc.net



Board of Mission and Stewardship

Thank you to everyone who supported our May missions. 
Your generosity and compassion toward Safe Families were truly appreciated.
Because of your support, we were able to help strengthen communities,
support children and families involved in foster care, and make a meaningful
impact in the lives of others. Thank you for continuing to answer the call to
serve with kindness and dedication.

June’s new mission will help support those who have served our country.
We will be collecting canned goods and no perishable dried foods, such as
pasta, rice, and similar pantry staples. All donations will benefit the Jefferson
Barracks Patriot Center food pantry, helping provide meals and essentials to
veterans and active-duty military families in need. 

Strengthen the Church offering will also be collected in June. This is one of
our four special UCC offerings. Funds support leadership development, new
churches, youth ministry and innovation in existing congregations. 
50% remains in our local Conference, 50% supports national ministries. 
Prayerfully consider supporting one or more of these mission opportunities
this month. 

St. Paul UCC Book Club meets on the 4  Monday
each month. All are welcome to join!

th

Our next meeting will be 
Monday, June 22 at 7:00 PM.
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Jack Augustin
U.S Army

Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
 

Sean Parrin
Army Ranger - Italy

Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake

Jonah Stogsdill
Navy Bootcamp

Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill

 

BY DENISE JOHNSON

Weekly Attendance
APR I L
2026

April 5     Sunrise Service - 60
                 Easter Service - 178
April 12 - 181
April 19 - 138
April 26 - 112

June’s Book: Good Dirt 
by Charmaine Wilkerson

SAVE THE DATE!
Apple Pie Making 
Friday, September 11   12-4 pm Pie Dough Makingth

Saturday, September 12   8-12 pm Apple Pie Makingth
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Kindercottage is currently seeking donations of nutritious snacks, breakfast items, and some
additional Wish List items to support the daily needs of their children and families. Please scan
the QR code to view items from their Wish List. Thank you for supporting the bright futures of
these children.



Psalm 46:10 is a strong, but calming invitation to us. “Be still and know that I am God.”

I think we get so wrapped up in this busy life that we forget to take the time necessary to just be still.
I started adopting the “be still” attitude several years ago when it felt like every corner brought a new
twist or turn. I found myself saying, “What else, God?” until I started adopting the new phrase, 
“What next, God?” 

Life is an adventure and we are blessed to wake up every day and start again. Somedays move faster
than I would like, but other times it feels like there is nothing left to do but just be still. 
Summer time gives us a little reprieve from the busy schedules that go hand in hand with the school
year. There’s just something about the days getting longer and the warmth of the sunshine that turns
those busy days a little more carefree. I hope that many of you will enjoy some time to unwind, relax,
and just be still. Hopefully the dog days of summer will lead to more time to grow in reflection and
relationship to Christ. 

As Vacation Bible School wraps up, so does a lot of regularly scheduled programming within the
church. But, this summer we are far from anything close to being still! 
Our youth will begin meeting every Wednesday from 11:30a.m.-1p.m. for fellowship and Bible
study. This begins on Wednesday, June 10 . They are encouraged to bring sack lunches. We will be
headed to Restore Décor to paint and volunteer on Tuesday, June 16  from 6:30-8:30pm, with an
ice cream treat to follow. A youth lock-in will take place on Friday, July 10  and conclude Saturday
morning, July 11  at 9am. Volunteers are needed for all areas! We are planning a Six Flags trip, with
the date TBD. 

th

th

th

th

Sunday school will continue throughout the summer months, every Sunday except for the VBS
Celebration Sunday on June 7 , and Sunday, July 5  (4  of July holiday weekend). Families are
encouraged to bring their children to join our one room Sunday School until we kick back off to our
regularly scheduled programming on Rally Sunday, Sunday, August 9 . 

th th th

th

If any person or persons in the church would be interested in a Faith Formation Night of Fellowship,
we are looking to host a karaoke night or barn dance during the summer months. Please see the 
sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center in the coming weeks. 

Let’s be anything but still this summer. Let’s keep the halls of this church filled, the walls filled with
laughter and chatter, and young people active and involved! While you enjoy the carefree days of
summer and taking time to be still, let’s try to keep moving towards the future of our, “What’s next,
God?” in anticipation and excitement to see all of the good things He will do for us. 

Director of Christian Education & Faith Formation
Lauren Friese
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It was hard to see our littles go for the summer and to watch them graduate. As teachers, we know that we
sent them on summer break with the knowledge and tools they needed to succeed.  
Our Spring Fling was a blast! The weather did prevent us from having any water games, but we made the
most of it and had fun inside. Our littles did a scavenger hunt for things they could use over their summer
break: Kites, bubbles, coloring books, sidewalk chalk, beach balls, sunglasses, a bucket and the memories of
the fun we had solving the clues. We had scooter races, Mrs. Taake was even a racer, and we had plastic
egg races. I don’t know who was having more fun, the teachers or the littles as we watched their little faces
light up at the end of every race.  
I would like to give a special thank you to all that supported Little Friends Preschool with their generous
donations over the school year. Your support is greatly appreciated, and your support means more to us
than we can express. Thank you to all the volunteers we had to help with our littles: Laura Maddin, Judy
Rickey, Judy Garleb, Chris Trowbridge, and Diana Kleinschmidt. Your support has been greatly appreciated
and please know that we couldn’t be more in debit to your gratitude.   
Graduation was a great success. I would like to thank Pastor Jonathan for sending our littles and teachers
out with a prayer and many kind words. Thank you, Shannon (office coordinator), for helping me get the
video ready and Richard, for helping with the video as well. Without them, I would have been completely lost.  
Best wishes to Mrs. Jung and Congratulations to Mrs. Taake on retirement. We hope that she enjoys her
warm coffee, using the bathroom as needed, taking long naps, not setting an alarm clock, and doing what
she wants when she wants.  
Congratulations to the following Little Friends Preschool Class of 2026 Graduates: 
Waylon Adkison, Jack Brimm, Rylie Dunham, Brooks Herrmann, Griffin Hirsch, Elian Hunsaker, Nathan
Kizzire, Tyler Kleinschmidt, Ellie Leveling, Miles Spangler, Harper Snyder and Addison Timmerberg. 

Little Friends Preschool
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Financial Report
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

11:30am 
Youth Fellowship

11:30am 
Youth Fellowship

10am 
Staff Meeting

7pm MIssion &
Stewardship

7pm Property
Committee

7pm Grief Circle

7pm Graceful
Motherhood
Fellowship

9am-12pm
VBS

9am-12pm
VBS

7pm 
Next Chapter
Moms Fellowship

9am-12pm
VBS

9am 
Holy Strollers
Walking Group

8am Men’s Group
Breakfast

9am-12pm
VBS

Bible Study -
CANCELLED

VBS Service & 
Family Celebration

9:30am Service 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

VBS Family
Celebration 
following service

10am 
Staff Meeting

6pm Finance
Committee

7:30pm Board of
Worship

11:30am 
Youth Fellowship

7pm 
Evangelism Team

7pm 
Cemetery Board

7:30pm Men’s
Bible Study

9:30am Service &
Sunday School

10:30am
Social Time

** Pathfinder 
Articles Due**

10am 
Staff Meeting

7pm Consistory

6:30pm Youth
Volunteering at
Restore Decor

7pm Grief Circle

Graceful
Motherhood
Fellowship

Next Chapter
Moms

10am
Bible Study in
Welcome Center

9:30am Service &
Sunday School

10:30am
Social Time

10am 
Staff Meeting

7pm Book Club

Messy Church
5:30pm

7:30pm
Men’s Bible Study

9:30am Service &
Sunday School

10:30am
Social Time

2pm Game Day

10am 
Staff Meeting



Garden Place - Waterloo
Gene Haller

735 Columbia Ave. Apt 15
Waterloo, IL 62298 

Wayne Weisenborn
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 49

Waterloo, IL 62298

Our Members 
in Nursing Homes

  Eden Village
 Nira Probstmeyer
 400 S. Station Rd.

 Glen Carbon, IL   62034

Our Members 
in Senior Living

The Villas of Holly Brook
 Irene Ebert

68 Airport Rd. Apt 1
Savoy, IL 61874-9811

Oak Hill Nursing Home
623 Hamacher St 

Waterloo, IL 62298 
Gladys Ludwig

Jim Oglesby
Mary Lou Oglesby

Don Naumann
Janet Chapman

Garden Place - Columbia
JoAnne Odem

480 DD Rd. Unit 118
Columbia, IL 62236

Geraldine Hough
480 DD Rd. Unit 313
Columbia, IL 62236

Mary Fassel
480 DD Rd. Unit 214
Columbia, IL 62236

  Cedarhurst - Waterloo
Allen Harres
Loretta Vogt
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St. Paul United Church of Christ
127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236

 

Does the church office have 
your current contact information?

 
We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been

receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you,
or the email went to your spam.

 

If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below)
or call 618-281-5102.

 

Staff Contact Information: 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cell phone (215) 512-4024

 

Office Coordinator
Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Christian Education Director
 Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Lead Custodian
Terry Schramm – custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org

Custodian, Shirley Wright
 

Music Coordinator/Organist
 Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director 
Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Evening Bell/Choir Director
 Emily Thoman-  choir@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Morning Bell Director, Patti French
 

Preschool Director
Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Cemetery Treasurer
Patty Weilbacher

cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
 

Consistory Members
President - Glen Mueller
Vice President - Paul Tarr

Secretary - Chris Trowbridge
Curt Harres
Tiffany Riley
Keith Myers
Judy Garleb
Diane Hanna

James Maddin
Wendy Stout

Office Hours:
 

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Pathfinder Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul United Church of Christ    
Phone - 618-281-5102

E Mail - office@stpaulcolumbia.org 
www.stpaulcolumbia.org
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