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Framthe Densk of Pastar Janathan

Dear Friends in Christ,

My family and I are preparing for our first mission trip to the Back Bay Mission at Biloxi, which
we are excited about. I get a sense that God is about to teach me lessons I cannot learn from
behind a pulpit or within the comfortable walls of our sanctuary. We speak often of "the poor" as
though they were one single, uniform group, a category to be addressed rather than people to
be known. But poverty wears many faces. There is the family that has worked hard their whole
lives only to be undone by a single medical emergency. There is the elderly widow choosing
between her medication and her electric bill. There is the child who has never known a day
without hunger, and the veteran who returned home to find no home waiting for him.

The Church office has increasingly fielded many calls for financial assistance in these last few
weeks. Believe me when I say that the mission is not just in Biloxi but in our own backyard.
Notice the disparity that exists even among those who have so little. Some have a roof but no
food; some have food but no roof. Some are poor in resources but rich in community, while
others suffer the deeper poverty of isolation and despair. When Jesus said, "The poor you will
always have with you," I do not believe He was excusing our indifference. I believe He was
reminding us that the poor are always within our reach, always our neighbors, always bearing
the very image of God that we are called to honor.

When I hear young people cry out for fairness, for dignity, for a community that shares its
bread, I cannot help but hear an echo of the early church in the Book of Acts, where the
believers "had all things in common" and "there was not a needy person among them." The
instinct to care for one another is not a modern invention; it is woven into the very fabric of our
faith.

This weighs heavily upon me in the year of the 250th anniversary of America's Independence.
We are witnessing significant federal cuts to the programs that sustain our most vulnerable
neighbors. Funding for food assistance, for housing support, for healthcare and shelter, is being
reduced or withdrawn. Whatever one may believe about the proper role of government, the
practical reality is that when these supports fall away, the need does not disappear. It simply
lands more heavily upon the families who can least bear it, and upon the churches and charities
who must now stretch to fill the gap and offer a human embrace. This is precisely why I believe
our whole congregation is called to be present in this work, whether by going, by giving, or by
praying.

Throughout the prophets, throughout the gospels, throughout the witness of the early church,
God's heart is bent toward the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the stranger. To follow Jesus is
to follow Him to the very places where suffering is greatest and hope is thinnest. We are not
called merely to feel compassion for the poor; we are called to be with them, to share Christ's
table with them, for it is His table and not ours, and all are welcome there.

(continued on next page...)
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Framthe Densk of Pastar Janathan

I am also delighted to share that I want to get into deeper partnerships, both within our walls
and beyond them. Our congregation will be collaborating with Christ Community Lutheran
Church to address the community issues in our area. We are stronger when we labor side by
side, pooling our resources, our gifts, and our prayers in common cause. On a more personal
note, I am honored to be joining the Deaconess Board, taking up the historic and sacred ministry
of caring for those in need among us. [ have also been welcomed onto our Conference Justice
and Mission team, where I will join with others across our wider church family to advocate for
the vulnerable and to coordinate our shared efforts toward mercy and justice. [ share these as
commitments [ am making on behalf of all of us, for when your pastor takes up such work; it is
truly our whole congregation that steps forward together.

As I pack my bags for Biloxi, I carry your prayers with me, and I carry a renewed conviction that
this is what it means to be the church. May we never grow comfortable while our neighbors go
without. May we never debate the poor from a safe distance while failing to break bread with
them. And may God use this faithful congregation, to be a small but genuine sign of His kingdom
drawing near.

With deep gratitude and great anticipation, I look forward to sharing all that God reveals to me
upon my return. Until then, let us together commit ourselves anew to the holy work of loving
our neighbors, both near and far, with hearts wide open.

During my absence, please warmly welcome my dear colleagues filling in for me and who have
graciously agreed to give their time at the pulpit.

July 12 - Rev. Gary Chapman

July 19 - Rev. Paul Thompson =||]=

Grace and peace to you all. gé

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
MONDAY JULY 6
IN OBSERVANCE OF
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BY: JAY MADDIN

“All things I can do with in the Lord”, Philippians 4:13.

St. Paul UCC’s Vacation Bible School successfully wrapped up with 30 children participating and a
lesson we should all hold in our hearts — we can do anything with Christ by our side. With summer
in full swing, the Consistory has been working on several matters close to our hearts.

Little Friends Preschool Update - The Little Friends Task Force completed their task of taking a
close look at the relationship between Little Friends Preschool and St. Paul UCC, including, but not
limited to, how the St. Paul UCC By-laws and Policies describe the relationship, Little Friends’
budget, use of space in St. Paul UCC, the Preschool Director and teachers’ status as St. Paul UCC
employees, insurance coverage, and DCEFS certification. The Task Force made several
recommendations to the Consistory on how to ensure the future of the Preschool and better
codify its relationship with the Church. The Consistory asked the Personnel, Finance, Christian
Education, and Property Teams to review the Task Force’s recommendations and report back to
the Consistory on how to implement those recommendations. In the meantime, Preschool
registration for calendar year 2026-2027 is open and registration numbers are up from this time
last year!

Finance Policy Update - The Finance Team has been working on an update of the Church’s
Finance Policy, to ensure more transparency on how your generous donations are accounted for
and bring the policy up to date with current best practices. The Finance Team expects to have the
new policy ready for the Consistory’s review in July.

Business Administrator Position Update - St. Paul UCC has contracted with Realm to provide
bookkeeping services, in addition to the financial services Realm was already providing. These new
bookkeeping services will significantly reduce the number of hours per week the Business
Administrator will need to spend on the Church’s finances. The Personnel Team is working with
the Pastor and the Finance Team to make sure the new position description for the Business
Administrator reflects the time savings and meets the anticipated needs of the Church.

If you have any questions or suggestions about these topics, or any other, we invite you to share

them with a Consistory Officer or the appropriate Team Chairperson. We hope your summers are
off to a smooth and relaxing start!
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by Joanne Counce

PURPOSEFUL PARENTING/GRANDPARENTING MONTH OF JULY

When getting my yearly experience with helping at Bible School, being exposed to kids of all
ages from 4-18 years old, seeing all of their activities, it has made me more aware of the
importance of parenting. July has been designated as Purposeful Parenting Month by the U.S.
Dept. of Health and Human Services. It is defined as focusing on your child’s growth in the
best way possible in order for them to flourish in development. Knowing what to expect at
different ages and stages from your child will give you the knowledge of care and challenges
you provide.

There are 5 C’s of discipline: Clarity, Commitment, Consistency, Control, and Compassion.
There are 3 F's of parenting: Firm, Fair, and Friendly toward the child.

Research shows that child behavior drives parenting, more than parenting driving child
behavior. In blunt words, parents react to the kids! But here is where purpose parenting takes
action! We don'’t always have to react to the child! Being aware of the way each child is as an
individual and is “wired” by their brain will determine reactions. Being “wired” is why both
children and adults are naturally fearful, extraverted or introverted, impulsive or calm.
Purposeful parenting is all about being an active and engaged parent to build strong positive
functioning families.

As a church, we are accepting of every child that walks or cannot walk into our building. It is
also up to us to be part of an extended family to each child (parents as well) we encounter and
to show them the Love of God.

Proverbs 22:6 --
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

SAVERS FUND DRIVE REPORT/RUMMAGE TEAM

6464 is the number of pounds of soft goods, books, small household items that were sorted,
packaged and delivered to Savers in Fairview Heights for the fundraiser. $982.50 was raised for
the church Fundraising account. Special thanks for all the dedicated workers taking part in this
project, for the donations made by many, and to both Tammy Mitchell Hines and Mandy
‘McGuire for donating the use of their moving vans to help keep our expenses down and making
for easier packing and transporting. St. Paul UCC does our part in Reusing, Recycling and
Reducing waste in saving landfill space!

Since January 2026, the Rummage Sale Team has raised $30,476.74 for the Fundraising Account
to be used by the Consistory to support the church this year. A Christmas Sale is planned for
November 7th in the shed to be ready for the holidays! We love your material donations, but
would also appreciate your money donations to the church funds!
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The Evangelism Team would like to thank those who submitted information about members of our
congregation who served in the military for our Memorial Day project. We were honored to help
recognize and remember those who served our country, and we appreciate your help in making this
project so meaningful.

If you didn't get the chance and would still like to let us know about a family member connected to the
congregation, please send their information to the church office. We are also creating a list of living
veterans within our congregation. If you are a veteran who is comfortable being recognized for your
service, or know someone from St. Paul who served and is okay with public recognition, please let the
church office or a member of the Evangelism Team know. We would like to know what branch you
serve/d, when, and where you were stationed.

As we are now officially into summer, many of our favorite community events are right around the
corner — which means parade season is almost here!

Believe it or not, Columbia Days parade planning has already begun! We are accepting donations of
candy for the float, and every bag helps make our parade outreach a little sweeter. If you aren’t able to
contribute candy but would still like to give something, you can always get creative with your time and
talents and agree to walk or ride with the float! All ages are welcome!

Of course, outreach is not just about parades and events — it is also about sharing the everyday life and
joy of our church community.

We would like to enlist YOUR help in providing pictures! We are looking for fun photos from church
events and activities to feature on the St. Paul Facebook and Instagram pages. If you have snapshots of
fellowship, service projects, youth events, celebrations, or church fun, please share them with the
church office or a member of the Evangelism Team. If you are someone who DOES NOT want your or
your child/ren’s photo shared on social media, please notify the Church office so we are aware of
your request.

Thank you for helping us celebrate, connect, remember, and share the life of St. Paul with our

community!

Sunday, August 9

m@@ e ad BACKPACK

ﬂafe# BLESSING

SUNDAY
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BY BECKY TREXLER

Back to School! Jack Augustin
During July, the Board of Mission and Stewardship will collect school supplies U.S Army

as in the past few years. Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
Marked collection bins will be placed at several locations throughout the

church building. The supplies will be evenly distributed among Hoyleton, Sean Parrin
Uni-Pres KinderCottage, Little Friends Preschool, Restore Network and Army Ranger - Italy
Columbia Community Unit District #4. Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake

Some suggested supply items:

pencils, glue sticks, safety scissors, notebooks, folders, crayons, colored
pencils, washable markers, dry erase markers, highlighters, erasers, tissues,
hand sanitizer, antibacterial wipes, etc.

Thank You!

Jonah Stogsdill
Navy Bootcamp
Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill
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SAVE THE DATE!

Apple Pie Making

Friday, September 11" 12-4 pm Pie Dough Making
Saturday, September 12" 8-12 pm Apple Pie Making

St. Paul UCC Book Club meets on the 4" Monday each month.
All are welcome to join!
Our next meeting will be Monday, July 27 at 7:00 PM.

July’s Book: The Violin Conspiracy by Brendan Slocomb

May 3 -137 May 10 - 190 May 17 - 166

May24-111  May 31 - 114
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL GOSPEL SERVICE
FEATURING THE ST. LOUIS STOMPERS. THE BAND
WILL BE LEADING US IN WORSHIP BY PROVIDING
ROUSING MUSIC, PERSONAL TESTIMONIES AND
BACKGROUND STORIES RELATING TO OUR MOST
LOVED HYMNS. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

THE $T. LOUIS
STOMPERS

THE ST. LOUIS STOMPERS CLASSIC JAZZ BAND

SUNDAY
AUGUST 30TH

9:30 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE

The Saint Louis Stompers Classic Jazz Band has performed a mixture of traditional jazz
nationwide for audiences as large as 8,000 people. They have appeared at dozens of festivals
from California to Florida, and their recordings have been broadcast from Portland, Oregon to
the United Kingdom.

The American Rag’s Frank Grace wrote that the “St. Louis Stompers...is an audience favorite....
Their musicianship is world class. The band is noted for the tight charts that...Dave Majchrzak
writes as well as their impromptu solos. Led by Steve Lilley on cornet, this is a top-notch
show-style traditional band...”

Classic 99 radio's Tom Sudholt described the Stompers as "red hot and razor sharp!" Following
the band's inaugural appearance at the Lakeside Dixiefest, festival director Rich Dean wrote
"this powerful group performs early arrangements in the...style of the original bands. They are
excellent musicians, both as soloists and as an ensemble. Wayne Arihood, director of LaCrosse,
Wisconsin's Great River Jazz Fest wrote "with...multi-talented musicians, this group has been
burning up the festival circuit. From traditional jazz tunes to swing, the Stompers attack each
with vigor and gusto. Musically tight, technically astounding, laced with humor, and always
entertaining, they will have you calling for more. Luckily, they have more!"

PAGE §



e i K.

Luke 15:4-6 depicts the scenario that if a man had one hundred sheep and one became lost, would he
leave the ninety-nine to look for one? Jesus tells us that there will be more joy in heaven for one
sinner who repents over ninety-nine righteous people with no need for repentance.

This scripture is a great reminder that success is not measured by a particular number, rather the
lives that are impacted by the gesture. We can look at VBS this past month as one of those moments
where it wasn’t the number that mattered, rather the lives that were impacted by the stories, the
music, and the fellowship. If you have listened in on a VBS opening /closing worship session, hearing
those small voices singing at the top of their lungs and praising God is the moment that makes VBS
worth all of the planning.

Thank you to everyone who helped plan, volunteered their time, and sent their children to VBS!
We couldn’t do it without you!

The summer months bring a lot of changes to our programming, including youth summer lunches
on Mondays from 11:30-1pm. If you haven't received a youth summer packed, please contact
christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org.

As we march forward through the summer months, plans are underway for the new After School
Crew that will begin when school starts. We are actively looking for volunteers to help on
Wednesdays from 1pm-5pm. This is an excellent opportunity for our church to open its doors to the
community and meet a need, while building connections with new families.

The youth and young adults will be having a lock-in on Friday, July 10th, leaving for Six Flags the
next morning on July 11th. All students must fill out the appropriate paperwork in order to attend
the Six Flags trip. Adult chaperones are needed for this trip.

Please contact Lauren for more information.

Looking ahead, keep Sunday, August 9th on your calendar for our Rally Sunday and
Blessing of the Backpacks on your radar.

If you have a student that is entering 8th grade and is interested in becoming a part of the 2026-
2027 Confirmation Class, please contact Lauren or Pastor Jonathan.

It's going to be a great summer! Can't wait to see the memories that are made and plans for the
future take shape.
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SUMMER
YOUTH EVENTS
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YOUTH LUNCH FELLOWSHIP
Mondays 11:30 - 1:00 PM

YOUTH LOCK-IN
Friday July 10 7:00 PM

SIX FLAGS TRIP
Saturday July 11" 8:30 AM

*Contact Lauren with any questions or for more information.
ChristianEdeStPaulColumbia.org

Kindercottage is currently seeking donations of nutritious snacks, breakfast items, and some
additional Wish List items to support the daily needs of their children and families. Please scan
the QR code to view items from their Wish List. Thank you for supporting the bright futures of

these children.
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We hope that everyone has enjoyed their summer thus far. When | stop in preschool, it is so quiet and | can't
wait for the new year to begin. Not that | am wishing anyone's summer away; | just miss all the littles and
their smiling faces. We still have places available for the 2026-2027 school year. If you or someone you
know is looking for a fun, hands-on, and caring environment for a child ages 3-4, please pass on Little
Friends Preschools information. We would love their family to join our little family! You can contact

Mrs. Reinhold (Director) by either calling the church or emailing her at preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org.

As the new year is getting closer, there are so many ways that you can make a difference in a family or
child’s life. | have had a parent contact me that would like to send their child to Little Friends Preschool but
is financially unable to do so. This family is looking for a sponsor for the 2026-2027 school year. By
sponsoring this child, you would be responsible for paying their registration fee ($185 one-time fee that is
nonrefundable) and monthly tuition ($185/month except for December and May-$92.50). Every child
deserves a chance at a preschool that can offer and help them grow. If you are interested in sponsoring this
child, please contact Mrs. Reinhold at preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org. You may also reach me on my cell at
618-977-8799.

| will be updating the “Wish Trees” with some new wishes for the new year. Your support by purchasing items
from the “Wish Trees” has been greatly appreciated and very helpful to the preschool. If there are things
that you would like to donate and they are not on the wish tree, please do so! We are always looking for
new things to add to our classrooms.

Little Friends will be hosting its Open House for the 2026-2027 school year on Thursday, August 20th
from 6:00p.m. to 7:00p.m. This is a great time for our littles to see their classroom, meet their teachers
and to meet the new friends they will be with. | also ask that you bring in all paperwork (application,
physical, lead risk form, and Parent Handbook form). You may also bring your child’s school supplies.

The first day of preschool will be Tuesday, September 8th. Doors will open at 8:45. We can't wait to see
all the returning students and all our new ones. Our Fall field trip is still in TBD. You can find our school
calendar online at www.stpaulcolumbia.org/preschool.

Be sure to look for us at the Columbia Days Parade!

Have a great summer and stay cool!
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JOIN US FOR
GAME DAY

SUNDAY JULY 26

2:00 PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

LAPTOP COMPUTERS

672@2 Cj)d/@ 3
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Richard Brucker has the following LENOVO E14 laptops for sale,
ready to use.

LENOVO E14 Laptop Education Special

14" touch-screen Expanded HD 1920x1200

New Windows 16x10 screen format,

HD 720P Camera with shutter

INTEL i3 13" generation 4 core 8 thread (very fast)

16 GB DDR4-3200 memory, you can expand to 40 GB
256 GB NVME SSD (22x40), you can expand to 2,048 GB
WINDOWS 11 PRO Education

LENOVO Manufacturer's warranty extension
may be purchased within 30 days.

Richard will deliver to your home and work with you to setup
your Microsoft Account and email.

The purchase price is $375.00. System will be delivered in 5 - 8
days. When purchased new by Chaminade this model is over
$1,025.00.

Richard Brucker
Text Richard for additional details.
314-954-4043
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Financial Report

2025 2026 2025 2026
Revenue
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged 28,838.00 42,457.00 149,973.39 201,187.38
Misc. Contributions 57.00 0.00 5,732.00 4,134.00
Interest Income 953.87 503.15 3,078.30 3,162.94
Endowment Interest Income 13,908.37 0.00 13,773.67 31,645.64
Rental Income (58.00) 185.00 58.00 1,723.00
Misc Income 3,924.00 3,177.66 26,795.66 28,581.93
_ Total Revenues 47,623.24 46,322.81 199,411.02 270,434.89
Expenses
Personnel 29.481.24 35,228.30 121,313.47 167,038.69
General Expenses 6,589.08 11,308.99 42,986.28 62,706.61
* OCWM 4 012.07 7,968.36 11,156.22 15,493.80
Total Expenses 51,722.49 54,505.65 175,455.97 245,239.10
Net Receipts (4,099.25) (8,182.84) 23,955.05 25,195.79
RESERVES 97.,602.22 101,280.59

*OCWM 10,000.00 out of St Paul Mission (833.33 monthly)

JOIN US FOR

Wess,

Church

THURSDAY, JULY 30
5:30 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL

THE THEME FOR JULY IS JONAH.

everyone
welcome
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5 6 7 8 9 10 11
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7pm Graceful 9am
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Our Members
in Senior Living

Garden Place - Waterloo
Gene Haller
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 15
Waterloo, IL 62298

Wayne Weisenborn
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 49
Waterloo, IL 62298

The Villas of Holly Brook
Irene Ebert
68 Airport Rd. Apt1
Savoy, IL 61874-9811

Cedarhurst - Waterloo
Allen Harres
Loretta Vogt

Garden Place - Columbia

JoAnne Odem
480 DD Rd. Unit 118
Columbia, IL 62236

Geraldine Hough
480 DD Rd. Unit 313
Columbia, IL 62236

Mary Fassel
480 DD Rd. Unit 214
Columbia, IL 62236

Freeburg Care Center

Paul Straub

746 Urbanna Dr. Rm D5

Freeburg, IL 62243

Our Members
in Nursing Homes

Oak Hill Nursing Home
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
Gladys Ludwig
Jim Oglesby
Mary Lou Oglesby
Don Naumann
Janet Chapman

Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL 62034

TWIGS SCHEDULE JULY 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
2222& Sharon &
y Joshua B.
Montgomery
5 6 7 & Dpana& 9 10 shirley n
Judy Garleb Sherry Asselmeier &
& Kathleen Montgomery Sharon B.
12 13 14 15 Dana & 16 17 Shirley 18
Susan'K. & Sherry Asselmeier &
Judy Rickey Montgomery Kathy K.
19 20 21 22 23 24 shirley 25
Joanne C. & Judy Rickey Asselmeier &
Shirley A. & Joshua B. Laura H.
26 27 28 29 30 )
i hirl
Judy Garleb Sh|rle>f Shir e.y
Asselmeier & Asselmeier &
& Karen K.
Sharon B. Laura H.
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St. Paul United Church of Christ
127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236
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The Pathfinder Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul United Church of Christ

Phone - 618-281-5102

Office Hours: E Mail - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Monday - Friday
9am. - 1:00 p.m.

Does the church office have
your current contact information?

We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been
receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you,
or the email went to your spam.

If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below)
or call 618-281-5102.

Staff Contact Information:
Senior Pastor
Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cell phone (215) 512-4024

Office Coordinator
Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Christian Education Director
Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Lead Custodian
Terry Schramm - custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Shirley Wright

www.stpaulcolumbia.org

Music Coordinator /Organist
Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org

Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director
Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org

Evening Bell /Choir Director
Emily Thoman- choir@stpaulcolumbia.org

Morning Bell Director, Patti French

Preschool Director
Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org

Cemetery Treasurer
Patty Weilbacher
cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org

Consistory Members
President - Glen Mueller
Vice President - Paul Tarr
Secretary - Chris Trowbridge
Curt Harres
Tiffany Riley
Keith Myers
Judy Garleb
Diane Hanna
James Maddin
Wendy Stout
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	.

	SAVERS FUND DRIVE REPORT/RUMMAGE TEAM
	6464 is the number of pounds of soft goods, books, small household items that were sorted, packaged and delivered to Savers in Fairview Heights for the fundraiser. $982.50 was raised for the church Fundraising account. Special thanks for all the dedicated workers taking part in this project, for the donations made by many, and to both Tammy Mitchell Hines and Mandy McGuire for donating the use of their moving vans to help keep our expenses down and making for easier packing and transporting. St. Paul UCC does our part in Reusing, Recycling and Reducing waste in saving landfill space! Since January 2026, the Rummage Sale Team has raised $30,476.74 for the Fundraising Account to be used by the Consistory to support the church this year. A Christmas Sale is planned for November 7th in the shed to be ready for the holidays! We love your material donations, but would also appreciate your money donations to the church funds!
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	Evangelism Team
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	Jack Augustin U.S Army Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
	Sean Parrin Army Ranger - Italy Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
	Jonah Stogsdill Navy Bootcamp Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill


	Board of Mission and Stewardship
	Back to School! During July, the Board of Mission and Stewardship will collect school supplies as in the past few years. Marked collection bins will be placed at several locations throughout the church building. The supplies will be evenly distributed among Hoyleton,  Uni-Pres KinderCottage, Little Friends Preschool, Restore Network and Columbia Community Unit District #4.
	Some suggested supply items: pencils, glue sticks, safety scissors, notebooks, folders, crayons, colored pencils, washable markers, dry erase markers, highlighters, erasers, tissues, hand sanitizer, antibacterial wipes, etc. Thank You!  .
	SAVE THE DATE! Apple Pie Making  Friday, September 11th  12-4 pm Pie Dough Making Saturday, September 12th  8-12 pm Apple Pie Making
	St. Paul UCC Book Club meets on the 4th Monday each month. All are welcome to join! Our next meeting will be Monday, July 27 at 7:00 PM.
	July’s Book: The Violin Conspiracy by Brendan Slocomb
	Weekly Attendance
	MAY 2026
	May 3 -137
	May 24 - 111
	May 10 - 190
	May 31 - 114
	May 17 - 166
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	THE ST. LOUIS STOMPERS CLASSIC JAZZ BAND
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	Director of Christian Education & Faith Formation Lauren Friese
	Thank you to everyone who helped plan, volunteered their time, and sent their children to VBS! We couldn’t do it without you!
	If you have a student that is entering 8th grade and is interested in becoming a part of the 2026-2027 Confirmation Class, please contact Lauren or Pastor Jonathan.
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	Little Friends Preschool
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	Financial Report
	*OFFICE  CLOSED*
	** Pathfinder  Articles Due**


	BACK BAY MISSION TRIP July 12- 19
	Messy Church
	Communion  Sunday

	Our Members  in Senior Living
	Our Members  in Nursing Homes
	Cedarhurst - Waterloo Allen Harres Loretta Vogt
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	St. Paul United Church of Christ 127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236
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