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Dear Beloved in Christ,

The combines are largely quiet now. Across our counties, the corn and soy are mostly in the
bins, marking the end of a harvest that, like so many things this year, came with mixed
blessings. We have seen record yields in some places, yet we feel the squeeze of low prices and
the heavy weight of uncertainty. And if the Farmers' Almanac is to be believed, we are staring
down the barrel of a "classic" Midwest winter: long, cold, and full of snow.

It is fitting, then, that we enter the season of Advent. As the Episcopal pastor and author
Fleming Rutledge wrote, "Advent begins in the dark." It is not a season for pretending that
everything is sunny and bright; it is a season for looking the truth of our world and our lives in
the eye, and waiting for the Light to break through.

Our Old Testament readings for this season, particularly from Jeremiah and Malachi, speak
directly to this darkness. In Jeremiah 33:14-16, the prophet speaks to a nation that feels cut
down, stripped bare like a field in December. Yet, he promises that God will cause a 
"Righteous Branch" to spring up.

Think of that image: a fresh, green shoot breaking through the hard, frozen crust of a dead
stump. It is the promise that even when our lives feels dormant, or the budget feels tight, or
the future feels unsure, God’s life is still at work underground.

But this growth often requires a change in us. Malachi 3:1-4 reminds us that the Lord comes
like a "refiner’s fire." For silver to be pure, it must be heated until the dross floats to the surface
and can be skimmed away.

Many of us feel that heat right now. Whether it is the economic pressure on our farms and
families, or the shifting culture that makes church ministry feel more difficult than it used to
be, we are being refined. The German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, writing from a prison
cell in December 1943, captured this tension perfectly:
"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know
themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to come."

The heat is uncomfortable, but it is not destructive. God is using this season not to burn us up,
but to burn away the distractions, leaving behind a faith that is purer, stronger, and more
precious than gold.

So, as we brace for the snow and settle in for the long winter, let us not lose heart. We are not
waiting in vain. We are waiting for the Refiner who loves us, and the Righteous Branch who
sustains us.

A Blessed Advent and a Meaningful Christmas to you all.

With hope and love,
Pastor Jonathan
page 2

From the Desk of Pastor Jonathan



 One of my favorite passages in Dickens’, “A Christmas Carol”, speaks of Scrooge’s transformation in
the years following his visitation by the four spirits: 

“And it was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if any man alive                    
possessed the knowledge. May that be truly said of us, and all of us!”

 May that be truly said of us! Shepherds and wise men laid the groundwork for how we celebrate the
birth of Jesus, and this year St. Paul UCC will keep Christmas in ways both new and familiar. 

We’re holding our first “Cookies, Cocoa, and Acoustic Night” on Tuesday, Dec 16, from 
5:30pm-7:00pm, for families of all ages. Come share the joyful spirit of the holidays with hot
chocolate, fellowship, and music.

 Sadly, we’re all too aware this season can bring pain as well as joy, as not all of our loved ones are still
here to celebrate with us. On Sunday, Dec 21, at 5:00pm, we will have our Blue Christmas Service,
to share our grief and remember our loved ones, whose loss we still keenly feel. 

Christmas Eve Services will be held at 6:30pm, and 11pm for those of you hoping to catch a glimpse
of a miniature sleigh. 

*Cookies, Cocoa, and Acoustic night, Tuesday, Dec 16, from 5:30-7:00pm.
*Blue Christmas Service, Sunday, Dec 21, 5:00pm
*Christmas Eve Services, Wednesday, Dec 24, 6:30pm and 11pm

(If you’re looking for the answer to the jackpot question in advance, we’re ushering 2026 in with an
11pm Service on New Year’s Eve.)

Little Friends Preschool and St. Paul UCC are synonymous in Columbia. The joyful sound of children's
voices has blessed our halls and community for almost five decades. Unfortunately, Covid and the
opening of new preschools in the area have impacted registration numbers. A Task Force has been
asked by the Consistory to take a close look at the situation and come up with possible courses of
action to meet our community’s current needs. The Task Force will be holding a listening session
early in 2026, and will be gathering inputs and thoughts from the Congregation on best ways
forward. Please look for these opportunities in the next few months and share your thoughts - 
we want to hear from you. 

Finally, we’re looking for three people to volunteer on our Worship Team. The Worship Team greets
us as we enter, provides ushers, and helps plan and prepare the worship services and sacraments of
our Church. If you have ever felt called to more fully participate in our services, please reach out to
Debbie Volmert or any member of The Worship Team.

We look forward to sharing the Season of Advent with you! Merry Christmas!

Consistory Corner

page 3

BY: JAY MADDIN



Care Connection

 Please note...
It’s that time of year again... 

we need your articles for the Annual Report. 

If you are responsible for your groups report,
please email them to 

office@stpaulcolumbia.org 
by December 15.

Thank you!

HOLIDAY GREETING AND MEMORIES
Great news is that both cats that were left at St. Paul UCC doors have been adopted to loving
homes. Whoever left the cats, must have known St. Peter and St. Paul would be taken care of,
since we are CARE CONNECTION! 

St. Paul UCC is now on another path! Brandon Champion grew up with this tradition at his
home town growing up and would like to extend it to Columbia!...

COLUMBIA JINGLE BELL ROCK HUNT
This is a FREE family friendly scavenger hunt that everyone can search high and low for the
legendary Jingle Bell Rock, which is hand painted with the St. Paul logo and other holiday
designs. Beginning November 28 , the rock will be hidden somewhere in Columbia. The first
one to find the rock wins bragging rocks and a Christmas themed gift basket!

th

           Hints: 1) The rock will be in a public area (no yards, schools etc.)
                      2) Rock will be in a location easy to reach for someone with average height. 
                          No climbing required.
                      3) Rock is not buried but may be seen from a certain angle.
                      4) Special hint to St. Paul readers-it may be 10-15 lbs. so bring something to 
                          carry it in.
Once found, hold on to it and notify Brandon, or the church. Brandon will be giving daily hints
until the rock is found at Facebook link https://www.facebook.com/.share/14VAQH7sjFgl.
Have your family or friends start the holiday excitement and memories with a touch of St. Paul
included.
What is YOUR Christmas memory? Share with another! 

YOUR CANDLE LOSES NOTHING BY LIGHTING ANOTHER’S CANDLE!!!
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by Joanne Counce

https://www.facebook.com/.share/14VAQH7sjFgl
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🎄🥂Hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving!! Here's an update on the apple
pie making amount given to Little Friends Preschool. The final tally came to
$2043.46. And again, thanks to all who helped in any way, either in preparation
or by a purchase.

A huge thank you to anyone who gave gift cards, money or products 
for the Thanksgiving gift baskets that were distributed to the 
House of Neighborly Service. Generosity has its own rewards......

The Star Tree is up and running, either in the Welcome Center or online at
Amazon. During the month of December, we will be collecting warm items to
be distributed and divided between Kindercottage and Moms on a Mission.
There are tubs in the Welcome Center and at the Bottom Avenue entrance.
Items needed are PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS, CHAPSTICK, HOODIES &
COATS, SOCKS & UNDERWEAR (all sizes), BLANKETS & SLEEPING BAGS,
THERMAL & LONG UNDERWEAR, GLOVES & WINTER GEAR, HOT HANDS,
FIRST AID ITEMS, BACKPACKS, SNACKS & DRINKS.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR to ALL of YOU!!

Jack Augustin
U.S Army

Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
 

Sean Parrin
Army Ranger - Italy

Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake

Jonah Stogsdill
Navy Bootcamp

Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill

 

Board of Mission and Stewardship
BY LYNDA SAUER

St. Paul UCC Book Club meets monthly on
the 4th Monday of the month.  

All are welcome to join. 

*Please Note*
Our December Christmas meeting is scheduled for December 15 (one week early) in the
Welcome Center at 7:00 to discuss the book "The Snow Globe" by Sheila Roberts and tell
each other about a snow globe we may have brought with us.
Bring a snack to share. Drinks will be furnished.

Weekly Attendance
OCTOBER

2025

October 5 - 127
October 12 - 121
October 19 - 167
October 26 - 125



October was a wonderful month for outreach! Between Halloween Hijinks and the YMCA Trunk or
Treat, our church gave out an estimated 700–1000 bags of candy. Thank you to everyone who donated
treats, assembled bags, or showed up to share smiles with our community—your efforts helped us shine
Christ’s love in simple but meaningful ways.

Bright Night Holiday Parade - December 6
We’re excited to share our Christmas float with parade goers for the annual Bright Night Parade. 
Calling all angels! We would love a heavenly host of volunteers to help hand out candy and church
swag along the parade route.

Adults and teens are invited to walk with the float.
Our littlest angels are welcome to ride on the float if the full walk is too much.

This event is always joyful, welcoming, and a wonderful way to share our church’s presence with the
community.

Creating “Intentional Entry Points”
As we move into December, the Evangelism team is focusing on identifying and supporting intentional
entry points—simple opportunities for us to invite friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors into the life
of our church. A personal invitation during the holiday season can make a world of difference.
We have many wonderful events and services ahead that make inviting easy:

Blue Christmas Service – a gentle, reflective space for those who find the holidays difficult
Christmas Eve Services – welcoming worship for anyone seeking a place to celebrate
New Year’s Eve Service – a hopeful start to the new year
Metro Singers Concert – a musical event perfect for guests

Let’s make the most of these moments by extending a warm and intentional welcome to those around
us.

Shining the Light of Christ
Thank you for being a congregation that cares deeply for its community. As we move through the
Advent season, may we continue to shine Christ’s light—through our presence, our service, and our
invitations—so that others may experience the hope and joy we celebrate this time of year.
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Evangelism Team BY DANA LECHNER



“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light
has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice
at the harvest… For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” – Isaiah 9:2-6

I do not usually keep it a secret that the winter months are not my favorite time of the year. Maybe it’s
the cold biting at my skin that makes me cranky. Or maybe it’s how jolly the snowman looks standing in
the middle of the sloppy, arctic tundra that gets under my skin. Whatever the case may be, the moment
the sun begins setting before I have even cooked dinner and the hustle and bustle of the holiday
madness begins is the moment that I start counting the days down to warmth and sunshine!

I truly am not a Scrooge when it comes to Christmas, though. I love holiday traditions with my family, I
love the sounds of the season, but most of all, I love hearing the Christmas story over and over and over
again. It doesn’t matter how it is presented; I love hearing people talking about the beginning of God’s
promise being fulfilled by the birth of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

One of my favorite ways the Christmas story is presented is through the little voices of the children of
the church. This year, we have worked very hard since October to bring you The Well Good News of
Christmas. I am so excited to watch the hard work of the students shine through their voices in the
readings and songs of the program. I truly hope that everyone will pack the sanctuary on Sunday,
December 14  at 9:30a.m.th

Despite the cold weather resurfacing, I am incredibly excited for an opportunity to worship with my
friend, Matt Vollmar, and his acoustic trio on Tuesday, December 16 . We will be hosting cookies,
cocoa, and acoustics for the entire church to join and enjoy the sounds of the season. Matt is the
contemporary worship coordinator and youth director at St. Matt’s in Belleville, but is well-known for
his musical talent and his worship/rock band, The Great Romance. Matt and his band have traveled the
country, sharing the stage with some of today’s biggest Christian acts, including For King and Country,
Switchfoot, and David Crowder. This concert will be quite the treat to help us focus on the advent
season. We will need lots of cookie donations for this event- please see the sign-up sheet in the
welcome center. 

th

Looking ahead into the new year, an outing to the Winter Jam concert in St. Louis on January 17  is
being planned. Chris Tomlin, Matthew West, and Katy Nichole are headliners this year. Please see me if
you’re interested in this night of worship. Cost is $15 at the door. 

th

The youth will also have a Winter Lock-in from 7pm January 23- 8am January 24.

Wishing you and your families a Spirit-filled advent season, focusing on the peace, love, hope, and joy
that is found in our Savior. 
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Director of Christian Education & Faith Formation
Lauren Friese



Little Friends Preschool
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Little Friends had a great time at our Halloween party/concert. Our classes sang Halloween songs to our
family and friends. Thank you everyone for coming to see our little stars. We would also like to thank
everyone that donated candy, snacks and the juice boxes for our littles.

Our littles have begun selling A Blend Above. It is a premade seasoning that is used for dips, soups,
desserts, and so much more. You can find the site at https://fundraising.ablendabove.com/pages/store?
code=VKXYW6-ACO

On November 25th, Little Friends had Friendsgiving with each other. We all gathered in Mrs. Reinhold
and Mrs. Jung’s room and had a small feast with each other. On our menu was: 
Carved Turkey, Grapes, Popcorn, and Pumpkin Bread.

We will be having our Christmas program on Thursday, December 11th in the sanctuary. All are welcome
to come! Our program will begin at 9:15. 

Share the Spirit of Christmas!

All SPC members are invited to sing Christmas carols at Garden Place
on Sunday, December 14 at 6:15 p.m. 

We will meet at 5:45 at church, or you can drive yourself directly to Garden
Place. 

Song books and programs will be provided.
Wear your Christmas colors and bring your merry heart!
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Observe a “Blue Christmas” service on Sunday, December 21 at 5 pm.

On the longest night of the year, we will gather to remember and give thanks for the
loves and life-experiences that continue to color our lives and may challenge the
“joy” of Christmas. This will be a gentle, candlelight service of song, conversation,

prayer, and thanksgiving for all that we receive and share as children of God.
 

Everyone, church members, friends, family are invited to attend.
The Peace of this season is ours to share.
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Mark your calendar for
MESSY CHURCH!
Thursday, December 4:  
God Enters the World
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

31

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

6

13

20

27

10 am Staff Meeting
6pm Band Columbia
Garden Place
6:30 pm Property
7:00 pm Mission &
Stewardship

9am Preschool
6pm Band at Keystone
7pm Graceful
Motherhood Fellowship
7pm Next Chapter
Moms
7pm Grief Circle

Office Closed

9am Preschool
10am Morning Bells
3:30pm Kids Crew
6pm Evening Bells
7pm Chancel Choir

9am Preschool
11am Out and About St.
Charles
5:30pm Messy Church

8am Quilters
9am Holy Strollers

8am Men’s Group
10am Viral Posts Bible
Study
7pm Holiday Concert
Metro Singers of STL

6:30 pm
Christmas Carol
Service

11 pm Christmas
Eve Service

Communion Sunday
9:30am Worship
930am Sunday School
10:30am Confirmation
Class
Social Time
2pm Band at Acorns
5:30pm Youth Night

11 pm
Watchnight
Service

10am Staff Meeting
6pm Band at 
Hollybrook Collinsville
6pm Finance
7pm Consistory

9am Preschool
6pm Band - Millstadt
Garden Plance

10am Staff Meeting

9am Preschool
Christmas Program
7pm Cemetery Board

9am Preschool
10am Morning Bells
3:30pm Kids Crew
6pm Evening Bells
7pm Chancel Choir

8am Quilters
9am Holy Strollers

9:30am Worship
930am Christmas
Program
10:30am Confirmation
Class
Social Time
6:15pm Christmas
Caroling at Garden
Place Columbia

10am Morning Bells
3:30 pm Kids Crew
6pm Evening Bells
7pm Chancel Choir

10am Staff Meeting
6pm Band at Cedarhurst
Memory Care Waterloo
7pm Book Club Party

*Pathfinder & 
Annual Report
Articles Due*

5pm Cookies, Cocoa, &
Acoustics
7pm Grief Circle
7pm Graceful
Motherhood Fellowship
7pm Next Chapter
Moms

10am Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Tech Team 8am Quilters

8am Quilters
9am Holy Strollers

9:30 Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Social Time
10:30 am Confirmation
5pm Blue Christmas
Service
5:30 Youth Night

10am Viral Posts Bible
Study

9:30 Worship
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Social Time
110:30 Confirmation
Class
2pm Game Day

Christmas Fund
 Offering



Garden Place - Waterloo
Gene Haller

735 Columbia Ave. Apt 15
Waterloo, IL 62298 

Wayne Weisenborn
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 49

Waterloo, IL 62298

Our Members 
in Nursing Homes

  Eden Village
 Nira Probstmeyer
 400 S. Station Rd.

 Glen Carbon, IL   62034

Our Members 
in Senior Living

  Magnolia Terrace
  Mary Fassel

  623 Hamacher St. Apt 122
  Waterloo, IL 62298

The Villas of Holly Brook
 Irene Ebert

68 Airport Rd. Apt 1
Savoy, IL 61874-9811

Oak Hill Nursing Home
Gladys Ludwig

623 Hamacher St 
Waterloo, IL 62298 

Don Naumann
623 Hamacher St 

Waterloo, IL 62298

Financial Report
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Garden Place - Columbia
JoAnne Odem

480 DD Rd. Unit 118
Columbia, IL 62236

Jim and Mary Lou Oglesby
480 DD Rd. Unit 210
Columbia, IL 62236

Geraldine Hough
480 DD Rd. Unit 313
Columbia, IL 62236

  Cedarhurst - Waterloo
Allen Harres



St. Paul United Church of Christ
127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236

 

Does the church office have 
your current contact information?

 
We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been

receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you,
or the email went to your spam.

 

If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below)
or call 618-281-5102.

 

Staff Contact Information: 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cell phone (215) 512-4024

Business Office Manager
Amanda Stapf - financial@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Office Coordinator
Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Christian Education Director
 Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Lead Custodian
Terry Schramm – custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org

Custodian, Shirley Wright
 

Music Coordinator/Organist
 Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director 
Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Evening Bell/Choir Director
 Emily Thoman-  choir@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Morning Bell Director, Patti French
 

Preschool Director
Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org

 

Cemetery Treasurer
Patty Weilbacher

cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
 

Consistory Members
President - Diana Kleinschmidt

Vice President - Chris Trowbridge
Secretary - Wendy Stout

Susie Busch
Rob Dehn

Judy Garleb
Diane Hanna

James Maddin
Faye Mehrmann
Glenn Mueller

Paul Tarr

Office Hours:
 

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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