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AT THE NAME OF JESUS
EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW...

EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS
THAT JESUS CHRIST 1S LORD,
TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.

PHILIPPIANS 2:10-11
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Dear Fellow-Pilgrim, \

In the early and medieval Church, music was viewed with both reverence and caution. The rise
of Gregorian Chant (or plainchant) was not merely a stylistic choice but a theological one. These
melodies were a single, unaccompanied vocal line.

The intentional simplicity was designed to avoid sensuality and indulgence. Church Fathers like
St. Augustine famously wrestled with the "danger" of music, fearing that a beautiful voice or a
catchy rhythm might move the listener more than the sacred text itself. By stripping away
harmony and instrumentation, the Church ensured that the melody remained a humble servant
to the Word, preventing the "flesh” from being stirred by complex arrangements or driving
beats.

As we moved into the Reformation, a seismic shift occurred. Leaders like Martin Luther believed
that the congregation should not just listen to music, but participate in it. This birthed the
Hymnody movement, which broke away from the rigid, often inaccessible "high art" of classical
liturgical forms.

Hymns were the "pop music" of their day. They were structured with stanzas and refrains that
the common person could memorize and sing. Writers like Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley
transformed the pews into classrooms. Unlike the singular focus of ancient chants, these hymns
were deeply poetical, designed to encompass every facet of the human experience through the
lens of scripture:

e In Dark Valleys: "When peace like a river attendeth my way / When sorrows like sea billows
roll..." (Horatio Spafford).

 In Theological Awe: "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! / Early in the morning our song
shall rise to Thee..." (Reginald Heber).

e On Prayer: "Sweet hour of prayer! Swet hour of prayr! / that calls me from a world of care /
and bids me at my Maker's throne / let all my needs and wants be known..."
(William Walford).

 Celebrating citizenship and unity: "Lift every voice and sing / till earth and heaven ring /
ring with the harmonies of liberty..." (James Johnson).

These hymns acted as a "Body of Divinity," teaching doctrine through rhyme and rhythm,
ensuring that even the illiterate could carry a systematic theology in their hearts.

In the last century, another evolution arrived. Contemporary Worship often moves away from
the narrative, "storytelling" nature of hymns to focus on the vertical. If hymns are often about
God and His works (theology), contemporary choruses are frequently directed to God
(intimacy). This style prioritizes the immediate, emotional response of the believer to God's
presence. It creates a space for the heart to rest in simple, powerful truths, often repeating a
single phrase to allow the noise of the world to fade away, much like the ancient chants did, but
with the modern textures of our current culture. (next page)
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With such a rich, varied history, it is easy to fall into the trap of "style wars." We might argue
that the organ is more sacred than the drum kit, or that a 16th-century chorale is more
"biblical" than a modern bridge. However, history shows us that every generation has struggled
to find a medium that balances the beauty of art with the purity of devotion.

Ultimately, music is a medium, not the end. It is a vehicle, not the destination. Whether we are
singing a Latin chant that subdues the senses, a multi-verse hymn that teaches the Atonement,
or a modern chorus that celebrates God's love, the technical "form" is secondary to the attitude
of the heart.

When we stand together each Sunday, let us see our music as an opportunity for
encouragement. It is a tool to knit our hearts together and point our gaze upward. If the style is
not your preference, let the text be your prayer. If the words are simple, let your heart provide
the depth. Let the music be the wind in your sails, pushing you closer to the shores of His
grace, remembering that our earthly songs are merely a rehearsal for the eternal chorus to
come.

In His Service,
Pastor Jonathan

co QP

Thursday, April 2, 2026
Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 p.m.

Friday, April 3, 2026
Good Friday Tenebrae 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 5, 2026
Easter Sunday - Sunrise Service
St. Paul UCC Cemetery 6:30 a.m.

| ,ﬁh! Sunday, April 5, 2026
i J Easter Sunday - Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
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Canaintauy Cauner

BY: JUDY GARLEB

As we walk through the sacred season of Lent, we are invited to slow down, reflect and draw closer
to God. Just as spring brings new life to the earth, the resurrection of Christ brings hope, renewal
and joy to our lives.

Our church offers many ways to grow in faith during this meaningful season. Consider joining a
bible study, prayer group, mission team, music, fellowship groups, or teaching Sunday School to
help strengthen our spiritual journey and connect us as church family.

As we journey together in faith, may our hearts be renewed and our church family grow stronger.
All are welcome - there is a place for everyone.

/ /I / /’
wlt : wit

| N _ by Joanne Counce o T
THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER

All of us have frustrations, joyfulness, sadness, bitterness, and other words that describe
feelings. While reading a book of APHORISMS (noun), the finest thoughts of fewest words,
these thoughts were meaningful for me. Maybe one of these quotes will connect with you!

When you're tempted to lose patience with someone, think how patient God has been
with you all the time.

One day you will need the same grace that you will not give someone else.

When you look at a field of dandelions, you can either see a hundred weeds or a hundred
wishes.

Patience is a form of wisdom, showing that we understand and accept the fact that
things unfold in their own time.

Grief is really just love you want to give but cannot. Grief is love with no place to go.
Worrying does not take away tomorrow’s troubles. It takes away today’s peace.

Sometimes when you wonder why you can’t hear God’s voice during your trials,
remember the teacher is always quiet during the test.

We can'’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone.
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by Joanne Counce

The update of the March Rummage Sale for all friends and members to know is that the shed
is almost bare! Almost is the word! The workers have never seen items fly off the tables as
quickly for any previous sales. The tables were FULL and people were filling bags to their
delight! Their delight for the 2 days resulted in $8599.51 for St. Paul. But WAIT! With ALL
previous sales since January 2026, we now have raised $12,325.62!

This could not have been done without all the donations from YOU! The Rummage Team is
now preparing for the April 17-18, City Wide Sale and accepting any donations. Special,
special thanks to the workers coming out 2-3 times a week since February to clean up, set up,
evaluate items, etc.

But the story does not just stop with the money earned. The biggest gift we have is to provide
love and acceptance to all that walk through those big shed doors. The mom from Union,
walking slowly around with the newborn, picking up a few things and then apologizing for the
little she thought she paid. The behind story of her was that she was dealing with a husband
newly diagnosed with a brain tumor, receiving chemotherapy, no income, and another child at
home. I offered her the church food pantry, but she said other food pantries are helping her,
as well as her church family, since no family lives nearby. Her main issue was that she just
needed to “Get Out” and appreciated us as a destination. She left with a hug and knowing that
her family has more prayers coming her way!

- XX XX =

° COLORFUL EASTER SIGNS FOR CHURCH TIMES

The EvangelismTeam gives special thanks to
Dana and Sherry Montgomery
n S for providing the colorful Easter signs
that have been set in the church property
and other convenient places in Columbia

to make the community aware of our Easter Service.
St. Paul welcomes one and all!
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FOR OUR MILITARY.
And Their Families

ol ‘f’*’;j PRAYERS
&)

\,“‘" BY KATHLEEN HABERMEHL

The Mission & Stewardship Committee welcomed our new members at our

March meeting. Jack Augustin
U.S Army

For our April mission we will be asking for monetary donations to support the ¢ Terwa Gl A

mission trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS this July. We hope you will give
generously to this important mission that does such necessary work to provide
for the unhoused & needy in the gulf coast area.

Sean Parrin
Army Ranger - Italy
Last months Food Justice Project collected over $1,400 for students & families =~ Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
in the Columbia Public School system. The money raised goes to pay for school
lunches. Jonah Stogsdill
Navy Bootcamp
Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill

St. Paul UCC Book Club meets monthly on the 4th
Monday of the month. All are welcome to join!

Our next meeting is Monday, April 27 at 7:00 pm.
April’'s Book: Boomerang by Robert Bailey

February 1- 151
February 8 - 163
FEBRUARY _
2026 February 15 - 137
February 22 - 111
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As we arrive at Spring and the Easter season, we view this as a time of hope, renewal, and new
beginnings.

Let’s use the season as an opportunity to invite friends, family, and neighbors to join our faith
community, or return if have been absent. Also, let’s offer a warm greeting to folks who are new or who
you have not seen recently. As a team, we have placed new signage around the church property to invite
folks to worship with us. Please consider signing up as a greeter to help with our welcome.

We also have Holy Week services to invite folks into our fellowship. And our Rummage Sale provides an
opportunity to meet and greet people who are not part of our church family.

The recent issues of the elevator and lift being out of service have been challenging to the efforts of
welcoming all. These challenges and changes to our normal worship experience also provide new
opportunities for Evangelism and can provide unexpected blessings.

— Your Evangelism Team

co P oo

JOB NEEDED
Help is needed for a lady wanting to work to find income.

R If you need house cleaning, home organizing, food prep,
help with your own personal care or of a loved one,
please contact Joanne Counce or church office.
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The confirmation journey is a special time where we get to watch the students grow in their faith but
also grow as part of our faith community at St. Paul UCC. The emblem on the pendant that has been
given to confirmands in years past has the UCC logo on it, and it says, “That they may all be one.” As 1
reflected on that, [ reflected on the past several months at St. Paul. I have been witnessing the best
examples we could be showing them over and over again- being one in the body of Christ.

Last month we packed the fellowship hall with over 120 people on a Friday night to play Tringo- and
it was so much fun! It made my heart happy to see God’s people fellowshipping together. “That they
may all be one.”

On the first and third Sundays of the month, young adults come to the church for small group and
then stay to help with the younger youth. On first Fridays, the young adults meet for fellowship and
often invite friends. “That they may all be one.”

On the last Thursday of each month, many people join together for Messy Church, many who do not
attend our Sunday services, but love Messy Church and consider it part of their community. “That
they may all be one.”

I pulled into the lot of the church a few Fridays ago and saw the parking lot at the rummage sale jam
packed. People poured in and out of there all day long. “That they may all be one.”

Jesus spoke in the book of John about being the good shepherd. He spoke of those who did not
belong to the fold, but how they must be brought in so there would be one flock with one shepherd.
Our church is a small part of the flock made up of many sheep. With the help of our faith in Jesus, we
have daily opportunities to help bring others into our fold. Each time we gather in Christian
fellowship is an opportunity to minister to the lost, hurting, or broken, so that we may all be one.

Some dates to keep in mind: Sunday, April 5th is Easter Sunday. The children’s ministry will have
an Easter egg hunt during Sunday school.

Mark your calendars for Sunday May 10th as we celebrate our confirmands on Confirmation
Sunday. Your support makes a difference to them and shows them what it is like to be part of a faith
community.

Vacation Bible School planning is in full swing. We will be having VBS workdays on Saturday, 4 /18
from 9am-12pm, with another one on Saturday, May 2nd 9am-12pm.

Messy Church for April is Thursday, April 30th from 5:30pm-7:30pm. April is teeing us up for a lot
of summer fun! Don’t miss the opportunities to get involved!
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/::3 Little Friends Preschool

by Shannon Reinhold

It is hard to believe that the school year is almost to an end. With only one and half months left,
we have had so much fun with our littles this year that we can'’t believe that it is almost over.
Little Friends and Staff would like to thank everyone for their support and generosity. It truly
means the world to us, and we couldn’t have done it without you!

| hope everyone follows us on Facebook and got to see the surprise we had when the leprechauns
came out and played a little trick on us in our classrooms on St. Patrick’s Day. Those sneaky little
leprechauns strung streamers all over our classrooms, got away from all the traps we set, but
they did leave us with a play piece of gold. We'll try again next year to see if we can catch them
then.

We will be having a Spring Fling again this year instead of going on a field trip outside of the
preschool. If you would like to donate something, please contact Mrs. Reinhold. We currently have
23 students enrolled.

Little Friends Preschool is looking for a teacher for the 3-4-Year-Old classroom. Mrs. Taake will be
retiring this year. The new teacher will need to be DCFS Teacher Qualified, CPR/First Aid
Certified (or willing to get certified), and get a background check.

We are also looking for a Teacher’s Aid for the 4-5-year-old classroom as well. Mrs. Jung will be
moving onto a different career after this year. If you or someone you know is interested and are
not sure if you are qualified, please contact Mrs. Reinhold.

The enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year is now open, and we are starting to get many
calls for tours and had a several already sign up online. If you know someone that is interested in
enrolling, please let them know to contact Mrs. Reinhold to get a tour. We can't wait to grow our
little family and would love for one of your littles to be part of it. You can call the church office
at 618-281-5102 or email Mrs. Reinhold at preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org for more information.

JOIN US FOR
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Church

everyone

welcome THURSDAY, APRIL 30 c.‘-af'is
5:30 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Community Discussion Meeting
Sunday, April 19, 2026 at 11 am

Fellowship Hall

The Board of Elders would like to invite you to a church wide Community Discussion on

Sunday, April 19th at 11 am in the Fellowship Hall.

This meeting has no central topic or agenda. We are interested in listening to the ideas, suggestions,
and / or concerns you may have about our church and its mission. We will take the list of topics

brought up to the Consistory and work with the Consistory to prioritize those topics. There may be
future meetings to discuss possible solutions to the topics brought up on April 19th.

If you are unable to make the 19th, then please send an email or drop a note in the office addressed to

the Board of Elders with your concerns.

This meeting format and purpose will be similar to the community discussion meeting Pastor Sheldon

Culver hosted in the Fellowship Hall in late 2022.

For those that don’t know, the Board of Elders is made up of the past three Presidents of the Church.
Current members are Diana Kleinschmidt, Susan Hibbits, and Dennis Hoguet.

Ground Rules:

1.Board of Elders will act as the facilitator of the group.

2.A Board of Elder or a member of the Consistory will be taking notes

SN @/\P
GRADUATION
SUNDAY

APRIL 26

Please send us your graduates name,
where they will be graduating from,
and future plans, if available.
Please submit to the office
or the Director of Christian Ed
no later than Sunday, April 12",
ChristianEd @StPaulColumbia.org

< AR
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SALE

APRIL 17 & 18

8AM-2PM
X
\ ST. PAUL UCC
127 ST. PAUL STREET
COLUMBIA, IL 62236
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The grade listed next to each camp is the grode compers will have completed as of Summer 2026

Main Camp Rustic Village

June 14-16 Discovery (1st-3rdd)  GIRLS: Abwmest Full

Settler (3ra- i) JALL Al

June 14-19 LIT Camp (11th-12th)

Horse Play (5th-7th)

Outback (7th-9th)
Leadership in Training

June 17-19 Camp Quest (Ist-3rd)

Settler 3rd-5th) Volunteers Needed
Splash (5th-7th)
June 21-26 Art Explosion (5th-8th)
Saddle ‘Em Up (7th-5th)
Base Camp (6th-8th)  GIPLE Alwoct Full
June 24-26 Rustic Sampler (4th-6th) Volunteers are needed for crew leaders,
sne 2830 JustYousme (RN craft stations, and other various roles!
(Adult & Child ages 5-8)
- > Drenched  £I8( S Almost Full
July 5-10 TR Smesh e on wrangler  GIRLC Almost Ful VBS Set Work Days:
Rustic (9th-12'" grades) Pl e At ol . i,
P TR S— i Saturday, April 18" 9am-12pm
(1] - Iscovery (Ist-on
rraiiee SN At Saturday, May 2"¢ 9am-12pm

July 1217 Settler (3rd-5th) VAU Full Giddy Up ( i
ounica 7 2: Please see Lauren if you are able to help or
oy 15-17 Quest (ist3ro) (GIREGH email: ChristianEd@StPaulColumbia.org
Just You & Me
July 20-22
(Adult & Child ages 5-8)
August 7-8 Rainbow Camp (all ages)

DuBais Center is the Camp & Retreat Center of the lllinois South Conference of the United Church of Christ

Registration for DuBois Camp is now open! Camp is a wonderful time to grow in faith and in friendship with
other students. ***Reminder*** St. Paul covers half of the cost for our members. Mention that you are a
member when registering.

co P oo

Our first ever Musical Tringo event was an amazing night of fellowship and laughs! Thank you to all who
attended and helped make the event such a great success!
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
2 3 -
9am Preschool
. .
10am 84 Maundy 84 Good
Morning Bells Thursday Friday
No Kids’ Crew -
Spring Break 8am Quilters
6pm No Preschool - |gam Holy Strollers
\\\q{ . Evening Bells Spring Break 7pm Worship
i e w& 7pm 7pm Worship Service
ﬁ ’W Chancel Choir | Service
N '\)
5 6 7 8 9 10 n
9am Preschool .
Easter Sunday |10am Staff 9am Preschool | 10am $a$ EP‘rIZflC}:;Zin 8am Quilters
) . Meeting 7pm Grief Circle | Morning Bells Tzam 8 9am Holv Strollers
6:30am Sunrise | N pand Practice | 7pm Graceful 3:30pm Zom Cemete Y
Service at 6:30pm Property | Motherhood Kids' Crew BI())ar d y
Cemetery Committee Fellowship 6pm )
. . 7:30pm Men’s
9:30am 7pm Mission & 7pm Next Evening Bells Bible Stud
Worship Service |Stewardship Chapter Moms | 7pm Y
& Sunday School |Board Fellowship Chancel Choir
** Pathfinder Articles Due**
12 13 15 16 17 18
zfr(‘i?crz Z{V;r;l(ljlg 10am Staff 9am Preschool ?g::npreSChOOl 9am Preschool ‘é%&m'smal "
Y Meeting . w g %9ale
School 6om Band Morning Bells
10:30am pm t 3:30pm 8am-2pm 8am-2pm
. Practice .
Confirmation . Kids’ Crew Rummage Sale Rummage Sale
. 6pm Finance
Class & Social Committee 6pm
Time Evening Bells 8am Quilters 10am Viral Posts
7:30pm Board of .
4:30pm College Worshi 7pm Bible Study
Bible Chats P Chancel Choir
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:30am Worship |10am Staff 9am Preschool | 9am Preschool | 9am Preschool | 8am Quilters
Service & Sunday | Meeting 7pm Grief Circle | 10am
School 7pm Graceful Morning Bells | 7:30pm Men’s 9am Holy Strollers
10:30am 6pm Band Motherhood 3:30pm Bible Study
Confirmation Practice Fellowship Kids' Crew
Class & Social 7pm Next 6pm
Time 7pm Consistory | Chapter Moms | Evening Bells
5:30pm Youth Fellowship 7pm
Night Chancel Choir
A5 6 27 28 29 30
Graduation Sunday 9am Preschool 9am Preschool | 9am Preschool
9:30am Worship 10am Staff 10am
Service & Sunday Meeting Morning Bells 5:30pm Messy
School 3:30pm Church
10:30am Kids’ Crew
Confirmation Class & 6pm ].Sand 6pm F
Social Time Practice .
Evening Bells
2pm Game Day
4:30pm College Bibl¢ 7pm Book Club 7pm .
Chats Chancel Choir




Our Members
in Senior Living

Garden Place - Waterloo
Gene Haller
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 15
Waterloo, IL 62298

Wayne Weisenborn
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 49
Waterloo, IL 62298

The Villas of Holly Brook
Irene Ebert
68 Airport Rd. Apt1
Savoy, IL 61874-9811

Cedarhurst - Waterloo
Allen Harres
Loretta Vogt

Garden Place - Columbia
JoAnne Odem
480 DD Rd. Unit 118
Columbia, IL 62236

Geraldine Hough
480 DD Rd. Unit 313
Columbia, IL 62236

Mary Fassel
480 DD Rd. Unit 214
Columbia, IL 62236

FINANCIAL REPORT

Our Members
in Nursing Homes

Oak Hill Nursing Home
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298
Gladys Ludwig
Jim Oglesby
Mary Lou Oglesby
Don Naumann
Janet Chapman

Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.
Glen Carbon, IL 62034

Please note, the financial report will be available at a later date. If you
have questions, feel free to submit them to the office and we will do our
best to answer them in a timely manner. Thank you for your patience
and understanding as we navigate through this transitional period.
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St. Paul United Church of Christ
127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236
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The Pathfinder Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul United Church of Christ

Phone - 618-281-5102

Office Hours: E Mail - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Monday - Friday
9am. - 1:00 p.m.

Does the church office have
your current contact information?

We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been
receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you,
or the email went to your spam.

If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below)
or call 618-281-5102.

Staff Contact Information:
Senior Pastor
Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cell phone (215) 512-4024

Office Coordinator
Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Christian Education Director
Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Lead Custodian
Terry Schramm - custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Shirley Wright

www.stpaulcolumbia.org

Music Coordinator /Organist
Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org

Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director
Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org

Evening Bell /Choir Director
Emily Thoman- choir@stpaulcolumbia.org

Morning Bell Director, Patti French

Preschool Director
Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org

Cemetery Treasurer
Patty Weilbacher
cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org

Consistory Members
President - Glen Mueller
Vice President - Paul Tarr
Secretary - Chris Trowbridge
Curt Harres
Tiffany Riley
Keith Myers
Judy Garleb
Diane Hanna
James Maddin
Wendy Stout


mailto:financial@stpaulcolumbia.org
mailto:financial@stpaulcolumbia.org
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	THE PATHFINDER
	From the Desk of Pastor Jonathan
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	From the Desk of Pastor Jonathan
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	Consistory Corner
	BY: JUDY GARLEB
	As we walk through the sacred season of Lent, we are invited to slow down, reflect and draw closer to God. Just as spring brings new life to the earth, the resurrection of Christ brings hope, renewal and joy to our lives.
	Our church offers many ways to grow in faith during this meaningful season. Consider joining a bible study, prayer group, mission team, music, fellowship groups, or teaching Sunday School to help strengthen our spiritual journey and connect us as church family.
	As we journey together in faith, may our hearts be renewed and our church family grow stronger. All are welcome - there is a place for everyone.



	Care Connection
	THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER
	All of us have frustrations, joyfulness, sadness, bitterness, and other words that describe feelings. While reading a book of APHORISMS (noun), the finest thoughts of fewest words, these thoughts were meaningful for me. Maybe one of these quotes will connect with you!
	When you’re tempted to lose patience with someone, think how patient God has been            with you all the time.
	One day you will need the same grace that you will not give someone else.
	When you look at a field of dandelions, you can either see a hundred weeds or a hundred             wishes.
	Patience is a form of wisdom, showing that we understand and accept the fact that            things unfold in their own time.
	Grief is really just love you want to give but cannot. Grief is love with no place to go.
	Worrying does not take away tomorrow’s troubles. It takes away today’s peace.
	Sometimes when you wonder why you can’t hear God’s voice during your trials,           remember the teacher is always quiet during the test.
	We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help someone. .
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	Rummage Sale
	Celebration!
	The update of the March Rummage Sale for all friends and members to know is that the shed is almost bare! Almost is the word! The workers have never seen items fly off the tables as quickly for any previous sales. The tables were FULL and people were filling bags to their delight! Their delight for the 2 days resulted in $8599.51 for St. Paul. But WAIT! With ALL previous sales since January 2026, we now have raised $12,325.62!
	This could not have been done without all the donations from YOU! The Rummage Team is now preparing for the April 17-18, City Wide Sale and accepting any donations. Special, special thanks to the workers coming out 2-3 times a week since February to clean up, set up, evaluate items, etc.
	But the story does not just stop with the money earned. The biggest gift we have is to provide love and acceptance to all that walk through those big shed doors. The mom from Union, walking slowly around with the newborn, picking up a few things and then apologizing for the little she thought she paid. The behind story of her was that she was dealing with a husband newly diagnosed with a brain tumor, receiving chemotherapy, no income, and another child at home. I offered her the church food pantry, but she said other food pantries are helping her, as well as her church family, since no family lives nearby. Her main issue was that she just needed to “Get Out” and appreciated us as a destination. She left with a hug and knowing that her family has more prayers coming her way!
	.
	COLORFUL EASTER SIGNS FOR CHURCH TIMES
	The EvangelismTeam gives special thanks to  Dana and Sherry Montgomery  for providing the colorful Easter signs  that have been set in the church property  and other convenient places in Columbia  to make the community aware of our Easter Service.  St. Paul welcomes one and all!
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	Board of Mission and Stewardship
	The Mission & Stewardship Committee welcomed our new members at our March meeting.
	For our April mission we will be asking for monetary donations to support the mission trip to Back Bay Mission in Biloxi, MS this July. We hope you will give generously to this important mission that does such necessary work to provide for the unhoused & needy in the gulf coast area.
	Last months Food Justice Project collected over $1,400 for students & families in the Columbia Public School system. The money raised goes to pay for school lunches.
	Jack Augustin U.S Army Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin
	Sean Parrin Army Ranger - Italy Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake
	Jonah Stogsdill Navy Bootcamp Son of Mike and Anna Stogsdill
	St. Paul UCC Book Club meets monthly on the 4th Monday of the month.  All are welcome to join!
	Our next meeting is Monday, April 27 at 7:00 pm. April’s Book: Boomerang by Robert Bailey
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	Weekly Attendance
	FEBRUARY 2026
	February 1 - 151 February 8 - 163 February 15 - 137 February 22 - 111


	Evangelism Team
	JOB NEEDED Help is needed for a lady wanting to work to find income.  If you need house cleaning, home organizing, food prep, help with your own personal care or of a loved one,  please contact Joanne Counce or church office.
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	Director of Christian Education & Faith Formation Lauren Friese
	“Ephesians 4:5 says, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism…”
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	Little Friends Preschool
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	Community Discussion Meeting Sunday, April 19, 2026 at 11 am Fellowship Hall
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	Easter  Sunday
	6:30am Sunrise Service at Cemetery
	9:30am  Worship Service  & Sunday School
	10am Staff Meeting No Band Practice 6:30pm Property Committee 7pm MIssion & Stewardship Board
	9:30am Worship Service & Sunday School 10:30am Confirmation Class & Social Time 4:30pm College Bible Chats
	10am Staff Meeting 6pm Band Practice 6pm Finance Committee 7:30pm Board of Worship
	9am Preschool 10am  Morning Bells No Kids’ Crew - Spring Break 6pm  Evening Bells 7pm  Chancel Choir

	Maundy Thursday
	Good Friday
	No Preschool - Spring Break 7pm Worship Service
	8am Quilters 9am Holy Strollers 7pm Worship Service
	9am Preschool 7pm Grief Circle 7pm Graceful Motherhood Fellowship 7pm Next Chapter Moms Fellowship
	9am Preschool 10am  Morning Bells 3:30pm  Kids’ Crew  6pm  Evening Bells 7pm  Chancel Choir
	9am Preschool 7pm Evangelism Team 7pm Cemetery Board 7:30pm Men’s Bible Study
	8am Quilters
	9am Holy Strollers


	** Pathfinder Articles Due**
	9am Preschool
	9am Preschool 10am  Morning Bells 3:30pm  Kids’ Crew  6pm  Evening Bells 7pm  Chancel Choir
	9am Preschool
	8am-2pm Rummage Sale
	8am Quilters
	8am-2pm Rummage Sale
	10am Viral Posts Bible Study
	9:30am Worship Service & Sunday School 10:30am Confirmation Class & Social Time 5:30pm Youth Night
	10am Staff Meeting
	6pm Band Practice
	7pm Consistory
	9am Preschool 7pm Grief Circle 7pm Graceful Motherhood Fellowship 7pm Next Chapter Moms Fellowship
	Graduation Sunday
	10am Staff Meeting
	6pm Band Practice
	7pm Book Club
	9am Preschool
	9am Preschool 10am  Morning Bells 3:30pm  Kids’ Crew  6pm  Evening Bells 7pm  Chancel Choir
	9am Preschool
	7:30pm Men’s Bible Study
	9am Preschool 10am  Morning Bells 3:30pm  Kids’ Crew  6pm  Evening Bells 7pm  Chancel Choir
	9am Preschool
	5:30pm Messy Church
	8am Quilters
	9am Holy Strollers


	Our Members  in Senior Living
	Cedarhurst - Waterloo Allen Harres Loretta Vogt

	Our Members  in Nursing Homes
	FINANCIAL REPORT Please note, the financial report will be available at a later date. If you have questions, feel free to submit them to the office and we will do our best to answer them in a timely manner. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we navigate through this transitional period.
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	Does the church office have  your current contact information?
	We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you, or the email went to your spam.
	If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below) or call 618-281-5102.
	Staff Contact Information:  Senior Pastor  Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org Cell phone (215) 512-4024
	Office Coordinator Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Christian Education Director  Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Lead Custodian Terry Schramm – custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org Custodian, Shirley Wright
	Music Coordinator/Organist  Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director  Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Evening Bell/Choir Director  Emily Thoman-  choir@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Morning Bell Director, Patti French
	Preschool Director Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Cemetery Treasurer Patty Weilbacher cemetery@stpaulcolumbia.org
	Consistory Members President - Glen Mueller Vice President - Paul Tarr Secretary - Chris Trowbridge Curt Harres Tiffany Riley Keith Myers Judy Garleb Diane Hanna James Maddin Wendy Stout



