ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST AUGUST 2025
COLUMBIA,

THE PATHFINDER

% 510 er

Loving God,

Watch over our children as they begin their new
school year. Bless them with joy at new
experiences, and a Love of learning. Guide and
protect all Who learn, replacing fear with oY,
anxiety With peace, ad tiredness with energ ._"'f;ive

wisdom, patience, and joy to teachers @ ‘they
serve their students. |n Jesus’ name We
Amen.

—

Our vision is to encourage all individuals to utilize their
time and talents in service to God and the community.



Framthe Desk of Pastar Janathan

Dear Church Family,

By now, many of you may have seen or heard about the video from a recent Coldplay concert, where
a seemingly light-hearted “kiss cam” moment captured far more than anyone expected. What
started as entertainment quickly became a viral sensation--unmasking a personal affair, sparking
intense public scrutiny, and resulting in profound personal and professional fallout for those
involved.

What does this have to do with us, the Church?
Everything.

We live in an age where the private and the public are nearly indistinguishable. A smartphone and a
moment can undo years of trust, not because sin is new, but because exposure is instant. In such a
world, how shall we live?

The Bible reminds us:
“For nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not become known and
come to light.” — Luke 8:17

This is not a call to live in fear, but a challenge to live in faithfulness—not just when others are
watching, but especially when they are not.

We are reminded that integrity is not measured by applause or appearance, but by the unseen
choices of everyday life. In a culture that often confuses shame with justice and spectacle with
truth, we must remember the calling of Christ:

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” — Luke 6:36

As believers, we must not rush to judgment or join the digital mob. Instead, we are called to practice
discernment, extend grace, and model a life that seeks holiness even when no camera is rolling. We
must teach our children that accountability is not punishment, but protection. That forgiveness is
not excusing sin, but redeeming the sinner.

Let us be a community that chooses transparency over secrecy, compassion over condemnation,
and love over voyeurism.

In grace and truth,
Pastor Jonathan
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Sermon Series - August 2025

“Living as DiscipLes”

In the month of August, we journey through Luke's Gospel, where Jesus challenges us to rethink our
priorities, live with expectant faith, embrace God's disruptive grace, seek liberation, and practice radical
hospitality. Each week, we will explore what it means to follow Christ in a world that often values wealth,
status, and comfort over the upside-down Kingdom of God.

August 3, 2025 - “Riches That Last” Luke 12:13-21
True wealth is found in God, not in possessions.

Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool, warning against greed and misplaced trust in material security. This
passage invites us to consider: What does it mean to be "rich toward God"? Instead of storing up earthly
treasures, we are called to invest in eternal things--generosity, justice, and love.

August 10, 2025 - “Fearless Faith” Luke 12:32-40
God's promise frees us from anxiety and calls us to readiness.

Jesus reassures his followers, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom." This passage encourages us to live with open hands trusting God's provision while staying alert for
Christ's coming. How do we live today as people confident in God's future?

August 17, 2025 - “Fire and Division” Luke 12:49-56

The Gospel disrupts complacency and demands a response.

Jesus shocks his listeners by saying he came not to bring peace, but division. His message forces a choice.
Will we align with God's justice or cling to comfort? This text challenges us to discern the times and embrace
the refining fire of God's truth, even when it unsettles our lives.

August 24, 2025 - “Set Free" Luke 13:10-17
God's healing breaks every chain.

When Jesus heals a woman bent over for 18 years, religious leaders criticize him for working on the Sabbath.
Yet Jesus declares that liberation cannot wait. God's reign brings freedom now. This miracle invites us to ask:
Where is God breaking bondage in our lives and society today?

August 31, 2025 - “The Invitation of Grace" Luke 14:1,7-14
God's table flips worldly hierarchies.

Jesus teaches about humility and radical hospitality, urging listeners not to seek honor but to welcome the
overlooked. The Kingdom's feast is for "the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind," those the world
excludes. How do we practice this kind of open-handed, humble love?

Throughout August, Jesus has called us to a different way of living, one marked by trust, courage, justice,
liberation, and hospitality. The Kingdom of God turns worldly wisdom upside down, inviting us to store up
treasures in heaven, live with expectant faith, embrace holy disruption, seek freedom for all, and extend
grace without limits. As we leave this series, may we carry these truths into our daily lives, becoming true
disciples who reflect God's radical love.
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Canaistauy Cauner

BY: DIANE HANNA

It's hard to believe that it is already August! School will be starting soon and church
activities that paused over summer will begin again.

With an active church, it may be time to refresh our office area. A proposal has been
presented with new flooring throughout the second floor office areas, the hallways, the
preschool and nursery rooms, bathrooms, and stair landings, as well as new office
furniture for the pastor, finance office, main office, and the Christian Education office.
An informational meeting was held on July 27.

A special congregational meeting will be held on August 3 following worship to vote on
the proposed improvements.

Congregational
Meeling

to vote on proposed
office renovations

S

Date: Sunday August 3, 2025
Following Worship

N
-«

NN
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. Baand of Evangeliam 7
ﬂ BY DANA LECHNER ﬂ

Spreading the Good News: Evangelism Team Updates for July & August

As summer unfolds, the Evangelism Team is energized and committed to sharing the love of Christ
with our community in meaningful and creative ways. Here's a look at what we’re doing throughout
July and August—and how you can be a part of it!

Summer Outreach Event

We're hitting the streets--literally! In July, our team is designing and preparing our float for the
Columbia Days parade. This year we plan to incorporate the “Road Trip” theme from VBS into our
float. We are looking for volunteers to accompany the float in the parade on August 16 and hand
out candy and St. Paul swag to parade-goers. We are especially looking to recruit some of our
YOUTH to ride on the float! We are also asking for CANDY DONATIONS for this parade, and for
other events this fall and winter. If you are able to donate, collection bins are available in the Bottom
Avenue entry. As always, your generosity is greatly appreciated, and we thank you for sharing with
our community!

Invitation Challenge

We're challenging every church member to invite at least one person to church
this summer! Grab invitation cards in the lobby and ask God to open doors for a
friendly conversation or a divine appointment.

How You Can Pray for the Evangelism Team:

- That hearts would be open to hearing God’s word.

- For boldness and compassion as we engage with our neighbors.
- That the seeds planted this summer would bear lasting fruit.

Thank you for supporting the Evangelism Team as we go out in the name of Jesus. If you'd like to
join us in any of these efforts or learn more, please contact any Evangelism member!
Let’s continue to be the light of Christ in our community this summer!

PAGE §



We are so happy you are part of our church family!

P Mo
About Us

from Olive Branch, MS.

Brandon is a Respiratory Therapist
and Amanda is a Dental Hygienist

Favorite Vacation Destination:

The
Champion Family

Orlando, FL
Favorite T.V. Show: The Office Brandon
Amanda
Gary
. Thomas
Hobbies
W;:;édworkjng, Crafting,
Painthg,'ﬁrbchet and Knitting
Fun Fact

Brandon was a mascot for a
minor league hockey team!

May 30
September 26
August 8
January 14

ot
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About Me

Shirley is originally from
Cahokia, IL.

She has a daughter and is the
Assistant Custodian here at
St. Paul UCC,

She loves Mexican food and her
favorite movie is "Duets”.

Favorite Vacation Destination:
Jamaica

Shirley
Wright

January 27

Hobbies

Gardening, Cooking,
Volleyball, and Music

Fun Fact \ ‘ﬁ
~ Shirley’s friend Joanna gave her the nickname, 4‘
)

“Shiny Shirley”, because she makes things SHINY!!!
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(e Cownection

\ BY JOANNE COUNCE
Volunteer Parish Nurse

SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL YEAR TIPS
FOR PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, CAREGIVERS, THE VILLAGE

This new school year for Preschool to College will be starting which often means homework, endless
events, and school projects. Families often find it hard to balance the demands of school,
extracurriculars, church, and social events. Time may seem long for the day but the years are quick,
making both students and parents wanting a valuable education.

Some tips for success:

1. Establish a positive routine—sleep, meals, study time

2. Create homework friendly space—clutter free and quiet

3. Limit screen time—use outdoor play, exercise, quality family time

4. Encourage a love for reading—foundation of all learning

5. Practice patience—encouragement

6. Celebrate small wins—acknowledge for confidence

7. Support emotional wellbeing—open conversation, problem solve, empathy
8. Stay curious—show your enthusiasm

9. Open lines of communication—with teacher, any type of communication for both you and the
student to communicate

10. Active engagement—Attend school events showing parent commitment

Tackling even one of these points at a time will develop students into young people who love
learning!

Jeremiah 29:11 /
\ For I know the plans | have for you declares the Lord. Plans ¥ _—
for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. \
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Baand of Missian and Stewaudashin

BY LYNDA SAUER

Here it is already getting ready for back to school days!! Where has the
summer gone? Seems like it was just the 4th of July. 5=

And we thank you for all your school supplies.

They will be distributed to schools here, Kindercottage and Hoyleton.

The August mission is for our own Backpack Ministry. Those folks will

need a substantial amount of supplies to get started for this school year.

August has five Sundays, which usually means a potluck on the fifth
Sunday, but that is Labor Day weekend. So, Mission and Stewardship
is sponsoring the potluck on Sunday, August 24th. Mission and

PRAYERS

FOR OUR MILITARY.
And Their Families

Jack Augustin
U.S Army
Son of Jason & Shelly Augustin

Sean Parrin
Army Ranger - Italy
Nephew of Jody & Jeff Taake

Stewardship will be providing the meat as a thank you to all of you for your

generosity throughout the year. There will be sign up sheets in the
Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall for sides and desserts.
Looking forward to seeing many of you there..............

AND, please don't forget to sign up to help with apple pie making!!

This month we are reading:

St. Paul UCC Book Club meets monthly on the 4th
Monday of the month. All are welcome to join.

“The Wedding People” by Alison Espach

Our next meeting will be Monday, August 25 at 7:00 PM

COMING SOON!
September - “A Fall of Marigolds”
by Susan Meissner

5t. Paul UCC now has

June1- 106 Wt o Commnetion v
June 8 - 140 |

June 15 - 121

June 22 -109

June 29 - 98 Sign up for

SMS alevis today!

PAGE §



| 4 ?

‘__ ‘ AN
STH SUNDAY

POTLUCK
/ @m@ \

A\ 5

Sunday, August 24
\ el FOLLOWING WORSHIP s ‘

Let’s enjoy good food & fellowship! ™

J The Mission Stewardship Team
R * will be providing meat. oA #
o Please bring your favorite .

D’ 2 side dish or dessert. . “

. VIRAL POSTS:
&h PAUL’S FAITH ALGORITHM

VEL UP YOUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
.-

2
e

3 JOIN US AS WE STUDY

PAUL'S LETTERS IN

THE NEW TESTAMENT.
-

FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAYS OF THE MONTH
AT 10:00 AM

-

ﬁlhnﬁﬁﬁmb

. PCOMING EVENTS. -

-

ST,
STOMPERS

J
§2p1707%,
THE ST. LOUIS STOMPERS
WILL ONCE AGAIN BE DELIGHTING US WITH

THEIR MUSICAL TALENTS DURING WORSHIP ON
- BALLY SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 7!

bty

APPLE PIE
FUNDRAISER

Mission & Stewardship will once
again be hosting the annual
apple pie fundraiser
for Little Friends Preschool
in September!

Keep an eye out for more
information to follow.

o’tf‘*&
/)

T
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Fall Events

at DuBois Center Dé‘e%?;i

Join us at one of our fall events or retreats!
Registration opens July 20. For info or to register, visit
duboiscenter.org/retreats/dbc-retreats.

Ride Day

Sign up for a ride fime that fits your schedule best!
10:30am: Arena Ride for ages 3-7 with parent walking
alongside. $18 per child.

1:00, 2:30, 4:00: Trail Ride for ages 8+. $30 per rider.

Men’s Retreat

Fishing, boating, and being in fellowship. Come enjoy the
Great Outdoors with other men. Friday at 6:30pm -
Saturday at 4:00pm.

Mother-Son Day

Moms, bring your boys for a day of camp fun! Splash
in the creek, row a canoe, shoot archery, and spend
time together outdoors!

Fall Festival

Join us for our annual Fall Festival on Sunday, Oct. 5,
from 1lam to S5pm. This family-friendly event features
crafters, live music, delicious food, and more!

Mother-Daughter Retreat

This retreat brings the generations fogether to
celebrate and build relationships for our weekend of
relaxing and connecting with the women in your life!

Messy Church Family Retreat

Discover the joy and creativity of Messy Church as
we explore interactive worship, hands-on activities,
and meaningful conversations designed for all ages.

LAPTOP COMPUTERS

672@-2- cy ale

Richard Brucker has the following LENOVO E14 laptops for sale,
ready to use.

LENOVO E14 Laptop Education Special N

14" touch-screen Expanded HD 1920x1200 | -

New Windows 16x10 screen format,

HD 720P Camera with shutter

INTEL i3 13" generation 4 core 8 thread (very fast)

16 GB DDR4-3200 memory, you can expand to 40 GB
256 GB NVME SSD (22x40), you can expand to 2,048 GB
WINDOWS 11 PRO Education

LENOVO Manufacturer's warranty extengion
may be purchased within 30 days.

| deliver to home and work with new user to setup their Microsoft
Account and email.

The purchase price is $375.00. System will be delivered in 5 to 8 days.
When purchased new by Chaminade this model was over $1,025.00.

Richard Brucker
Text Richard for additional details.
314-954-4043
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fﬁ ) outh Miyistry News * Zt:

" “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ.” — Philippians 4:6-7

Can you believe we blinked and summer has come and gone so quickly? The long, hot, sunny days
are starting to wind down as we prepare to move back into our busy schedules of back to school
and all that comes along with it. With back to school comes the return of weekly Sunday School,
confirmation class, Kids Crew, and yes, even the Christmas program! And before you know it, we
will blink and we will be planning for spring and summer all over again.

Leaving the long, carefree days of summer always comes with a little disappointment. When we feel
the vacations wrapping up, the schedules becoming overbooked, it leaves little room for us to
breathe as easily as we did in the summer sunshine.

But God tells us to not be anxious and to fill our hearts with prayer and supplication. Just as our
students and children return back to school, we can also be praying for them and their hearts and
minds to be guided by love of Jesus Christ.

Let’s be in prayer for each other as we soak up the last few weeks of summer sunshine and return
to our schedules. Pray for our students as they walk back into the hallways, that they can focus on
their schoolwork and radiate the love of Christ through their words, actions, and smiles.

~Lauren Friese
Director of Christian Education and Faith Formation

‘Our youth enjoyed playing
outdoor games in July!
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St Paul UCC Columbia '.
Blessing of the Backpac'ks ._

Don'’t forget to check out Messy Church! m
A\

Here is a list of the upcoming dates.

Thursday, August 28- Choosing to “BEE” Kind ' g ‘ fb@aﬁ-

Thursday, September 25-Growing Generosity BiCitidonts, Miig & yaungat bobt, are mvied 63
Thursday, October 23-Spooky Science 3 bring their backpack to be blessed.

Thursday, November 20-Live Turned Inside Out "
Thursday, December 4- Advent-God Enters the World

Sa\k the Date!

Blessing of the Backpacks
August 10

RALLY :

JOY FM
Night at
the Ballpavk

U N Y GRIZZLIES GAME
Sunday, August 3
September 7 Meet at church at 3:00 pm.
Gates open at 4:00 pm.

Kids Crew and
Confirmation Classes Begin
September 10
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Little Friends Preschool

By Shannon Reinhold

We are so excited for the new year to begin! We cannot wait for Mrs. Michels to start the new year
with us in Mrs. Taake’s classroom.

We still have spaces available for the 2025-2026 school year. The class is in session on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00-Noon. Doors open at 8:45 a.m.

Our Open House is scheduled for Thursday, August 21, 2025, from 6:00-7:00 p.m. Our students will
meet their teachers and their new classmates. Please be sure to bring your enrollment paperwork
with you. You may also bring your school supplies as well.

The first day of preschool is Tuesday, September 2nd!

Little Friends Preschool would like to ask for a couple of volunteers to drive the church vans in
October to Pumpkin Blossom Hill for our Fall Field Trip. I will be able to give you a definitive date
when the time comes closer, but I would like to get our drivers lined up now. Please contact me,
Mrs. Reinhold, by email: preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org, personal cell phone: 618-977-8799 (please
leave a message or send a text if I do not answer) or by leaving a message in our Little Friends
Preschool mailbox. Thank you in advance!

Our Wish Trees are located in the front entrance of the church, in the Welcome Center and at the
top of the staircase by the office. Your past donations have truly been a blessing to our preschool.
We are greatly grateful for your generosity and support!

Mrs. Woodcock retired from Little Friends Preschool in May and has begun enjoying her retirement.
Although, Mrs. Woodcock has offered to be a substitute aide on days that we may need her. We are
grateful to have her. We will also welcome Mrs. Michels to our family. Let’s show these ladies how

much we appreciate them by packing the church! There will be a small reception in the Fellowship
Hall after service on August 17. I look forward to having you all join us!
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

]

8am Quilters

2

8am

Men’s Group
10am

Bible Study

9:30am
3Worship and
Communion

10:30am

Social Time

1pm FH Reserved
3pm

Grizzlies Game

4

12:30pm
Staff Meeting
7pm

Mission &
Stewardship

5

7pm
Graceful Motherhood
Fellowship

Next Chapter Moms
Grief Circle

8

8am Quilters

7

:30am
] orship and
Sunday School
10:30am
Sunday School
Teacher Meeting
& Social Time

Blessing of Backpacks

11

10am
Staff Meeting

6pm Finance
7pm Consistory

12

1.3

14

7pm
Evangelism
Cemetery Board

1

*Pathfinder
Articles Due*

8am Quilters

16

10am
Bible Study

17

9:30am Worship
10:30am Social Time
& Debbie Woodcock
Retirement
Recognition

18

10am

Staff Meeting
6pm

Band Practice

19

7pm
Graceful Motherhood
Fellowship

Next Chapter Moms

Grief Circle

20

2]

6pm

Little Friends
Preschool
Open House

22

8am Quilters

23

24

9:30am Worship
& Sunday School

10:30am
Social Time and
5" Sunday Potluck

25

10am Staff Meeting
5:30pm
Technology Team
6pm Band Practice
7pm Book Club

26

27

28 .

5:30pm
Messy Church

29

8am Quilters

30

31

9:30am Worship

10:30am
Social Time




Our Members
in Senior Living

Garden Place - Waterloo
Gene Haller
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 15
Waterloo, IL 62298

Wayne Weisenborn
735 Columbia Ave. Apt 49
Waterloo, IL 62298

Garden Place - Columbia
JoAnne Odem
480 DD Rd. Unit 118
Columbia, IL 62236

Jim and Mary Lou Oglesby

480 DD Rd. Unit 210
Columbia, IL 62236

Magnolia Terrace
Mary Fassel
623 Hamacher St. Apt 122
Waterloo, IL 62298

The Villas of Holly Brook
Irene Ebert
68 Airport Rd. Apt 1
Savoy, IL 61874-9811

Our Members

in Nursing Homes

Oak Hill Nursing Home
Gladys Ludwig
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298

Don Naumann
623 Hamacher St
Waterloo, IL 62298

Allen Harres
623 Hamacher St. Rm. 409
Waterloo, IL 62298

Eden Village
Nira Probstmeyer
400 S. Station Rd.

Glen Carbon, IL 62034

Financial Report

2024 2025 2024 2025 ..
Revenue
Tithes & Offerings:
Pledged & NonPledged 48.311.92 37,681.00 | 231,151.16 223,672.93
Misc. Contributions 5.00 173.00 | 5,909.00 6,501.00
Interest Income 467.28 2,532.37 3,817.84 5,529.47
Endowment Interest Income 0.00 0.00 28,288.45 27,358.63
Rental Income 275.00 0.00 275.00 700.00
Misc Income 5,976.94 6,362.17 26,064.37 22,865.60
Total Revenues 55,036.14 46,748.54 295,505.82 286,627.63
Expenses
Personnel 31,064.74 34,993.13 186,358.76 188,312.91
General Expenses 18,070.31 17,5688.12 67,964.11 70,626.43
*QCWM 0.00 2,914.73 15,168.28 17,181.03
Total Expenses 49135.05 55,495.98 269,491.15 276,120.37
Net Receipts 5,901.09 (8.747 .44) 26,014.67 10,507.26
RESERVES 110,274.67 108,683.92
*OCWM 10,000.00 out of St Paul Mission (833.33 monthly)
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St. Paul United Church of Christ
127 St. Paul Street, Columbia, IL 62236

-
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The Pathfinder Monthly Newsletter of St. Paul United Church of Christ

Phone - 618-281-5102

Office Hours: E Mail - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Monday - Friday
9am. - 3:30 p.m.

Does the church office have
your current contact information?

We don't want you to miss out on any information. If you haven't been
receiving emails, chances are we don't have a current email address for you,
or the email went to your spam.

If you are unsure, please contact Shannon in the office by email (see below)
or call 618-281-5102.

Staff Contact Information:
Senior Pastor
Rev. Jonathan Bangera- srpastor@stpaulcolumbia.org
Cell phone (215) 512-4024

Business Office Manager
Amanda Stapf - financial@stpaulcolumbia.org

Office Coordinator
Shannon Gastreich - office@stpaulcolumbia.org

Christian Education Director
Lauren Friese - christianed@stpaulcolumbia.org

Lead Custodian
Terry Schramm - custodian@stpaulcolumbia.org
Custodian, Shirley Wright

www.stpaulcolumbia.org

Music Coordinator /Organist
Lori Morton -music@stpaulcolumbia.org

Youth Bell /Inspire Band Director
Sue Phillips - band@stpaulcolumbia.org

Evening Bell /Choir Director
Emily Thoman- choir@stpaulcolumbia.org

Morning Bell Director, Patti French

Preschool Director
Shannon Reinhold -preschool@stpaulcolumbia.org

Cemetery Administrator
Patty Weilbacher

Treasurer - Gretchen Abbott

Consistory Members
President - Diana Kleinschmidt
Vice President - Chris Trowbridge
Secretary - Wendy Stout
Susie Busch
Rob Dehn
Judy Garleb
Diane Hanna
James Maddin
Faye Mehrmann
Glen Mueller
Paul Tarr
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