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POSTLUDE Lord, Dismiss Us arr. S. Ellson (organ)
With Your Blessing

CHURCH PRAYER LIST

Marianne Fields, Grace Radtke, Faye Mehrmann, Margaret Laatsch,
Bonnie Kimker, Joe Schmid, Greg Keltner, Karen Kirk, Patti French,
Steve Hibbits, Mary Lou Oglesby, Rebecca Steinmann, Pat Powers,
Tracy Seibold, Shelly Weber, Terry Kessman, Candy Blackburn, Shirley
Saia, Walter Teagarden, Chris O'Brien, Ashley Stewart, Veronica Titus,
Larry Zierman, Susan Oswill, Patterson Friese, Chris Morris, Margaret
Laatsch, Ralph Steven, Joyce Russell, Gena Ronshausen, Erica Hodges,
Todd Clasquin, Mary Steck and Mackenzie, Jennie Hoy, Andrea Smith,
Diane Silva, Linda Notter, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Sandy Cates, Dorothy
Rey. Region 2 Church of the Month: St. John, Valmeyer

Fatherhood is a blessing and a
responsibility, a privilege to reflect the

love of God the Father to your children.

– Tony Evans
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St. Paul United Church of Christ, Columbia IL

Service of the Word
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

June 28, 2026
+ denotes ‘You may stand if able’

GREETING

PRELUDE Psalm Yiruma (piano)

RINGING THE BELLS
BRINGING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

CALL TO WORSHIP

O LORD my God! Give light to my eyes,
I trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the LORD,
because he has dealt bountifully with me. (Psalm 13:3a,5–6)

+ OPENING HYMN You Servants of God, 305
Your Sovereign Proclaim

+ CONFESSION Rev. MaryAnn Rennie

Let us confess those things that separate us from one another, that
we might be made one with Christ.
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Comforter, draw near, for You have waited and watched,
as we have stumbled through the tasks of life. Our
ears have not been open to the sound of Your gen­
tleness, and so with frustration and anger, we have
turned on those we love and cherish and brought
hurt and division to life. Our eyes have not noticed
the beauty of our surroundings, and in resentment
of being restrained from living, we have played our
part in the changing pattern of creation, forgetting
to steward all You have made. In prayer, we re­
member You invite us to choose between the path
of darkness and the path of light, and laying our
sorrow and failure on the ground, we long for Your
forgiveness to call us towards life with You. We wait
to be reshaped by the fire of Your Holy Spirit, as new
vigour spurs us to walk with You. In Jesus' name,
we pray. Amen.

+ ASSURANCE OF PARDON

The good news is that all who trust in Christ will have their sins
forgiven and receive eternal life. As you hold this faith, I declare
that you are set free from all your sins in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, to whom be glory for ever
and ever.
Thanks be to God.

+ PRAISE RESPONSE Holy God We Praise 276 v. 1
Your Name
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PASSING OF THE PEACE

SPECIAL MUSIC Wade in the Water Jim Kimker
arr. M. Hayes

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 22:1–14 p. 17
Matthew 10:40–42 p. 10

A MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES Lauren Friese

SERMON Holy Welcome Rev. Jonathan Bangera

++ HYMN OF PRAISE God of Our Life 366

INTERCESSIONS followed by
the Lord's Prayer

OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERTORY Amazing Grace arr. M. McDonald
(piano)

+ RESPONSE For the Beauty of the Earth 28 v. 1

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ PARTING HYMN O Jesus, I Have Promised 493

+ BENEDICTION


